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Spring is coming, spring is
wish you a happy May!

Birdies bulld your nest:
Weave tog-ther straw and feather.

Doing each your best, The above form the ‘first and last

verses, with the appended greeting. of
a very sweet little May Day song «till
sung by the children at Wheatley in
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Spring is coming. spring Is coming;
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so simple of construction that we had
in setting it wup or making
stone with it before you came to show us
to do We began making stone
Made a few to try ma-
y forenoon made a few sam-
different style of face and
Monday afternoon, between dinn-r
time and five o'clock, two men did their
own mixing and shoveling of material and
We consider this
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air sr has all the sincle
air space blocks skinned to a finish. In the
short time I have had this machine I have
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The 48th Highlanders escorting the Governor-
Shows the Gubernatorial Party at the Entrance to the City

Decorated.

of Nature in every
furnisheg us with
rejoice-in the newly
meadow and wood-,

very: gladsomenesgs
field and coppice
abundant reason to
regained glories of
l:+1d around us.
We cannot but regret that many of
the health customs which formerly at
tended the “bringing in of the Mayv"”
have in A great measure passed away,
¢ egpecially from the lives of dwel
lers in cities and towns. And rezrat,
too, we must, that
ing democracy, there is perhaps less of
the common equality of all men in the
Nature, than there Wwas
even in the despotic days of the Tu-
dors. What a picture for modern So-

aa the great fest
the world, is that old
in the time of Henry VI.I, when the
may or aad cory oration of London went
forth at the head cf the citizens into |
the high grounds of Kent to gather thei
May; and the jovial young king as
yet unsullied with .many of hig later |
vices, in company with Lis first qu=en, |
Catherine of Arragon,. ¢oming. fram
their palace of Greenwich, met the civie
authorities on- Shooter’'s Hil and join-
ed them in the glaa/festivities of the
day. Much there'was; I know, in ose
far-off -days which it is geod we %ﬁv
no longer amongst us. to-d: ¥;-but my

—t

of
healthy rcourse beiween city ana
countr (& of common enjoyment of
the great gifts of Nature by rulers and
ruled, which
called democratic days of the twentieth
century.
And yet there are not a few places in
Engiand where. some remajns of the
Day customs have come down
rn times, and even a still graat-
- ot places where, during ¥
3 more or less successful at
tempts have been made. to revive the
joyous reveiry a less sophisticated
ag Thus it has come to pass that the
crowning Queen—sg hal-
lowed b n’s beautiful poem—
the decking of the May Fo.e, the rustic
da illage maideas, chimney
SWE men in green, and even
oc lly the Robin Hood dramas
of other d may still be seen. Ox-
fordshire seems to be the county where
most survivals of the old customs con-
tinue to exist; and the singing of the
old May morning hymn, “Te Deum Pa-
trem colimus,” on the summit of*the
tower of Madgalen College, Oxford, by
the choristers, at the hour of 5 a-m., is
still regularly observed. In the same
city on May Day garlands are borne

(ces

in spite of advanc- | along the streets;

lshaped floral box, and
|about a dozeu

e sorely miss in the £9-|

TEMPLE BUILDING,

and a Jack-in-the
Green, or man enclosed in a pyramid
accompanied by
ically dressed
often be s2<n:

fant

men and women, m

| This procession is formed by the sweens
80~ | and -consists of a “lord,”
who have adopted May Day | “fool’ a fiddler,
{val of labor thrubut!and shovel making a noise, and two OF
May Day scene| three men carrying money boxes cur
I in

a "lady.”’ a

a man with poker

g the singing of the following vers
Please to remember the chimney sweep;
| 1 , kind sir, don't pass us by
We're old sweeps and want a living.
Spare us a copper as in olden time
In other villages in Oxfordshirs a
number of boys and giris go round with
a garland, earried between two of them
on a stick, and sing a song commencing:
morning, ladies and gentlenémi
1 wish you a hiippy day. e s
I'nfwome to show you my garland
: ree It's the first of May,
the La:;lcuhlre towns

3

g o

carters decorate their horses with rib-
bons, rosets and flowers; and prizes
| are given by several municipalities for
| the finest and most tastefully decoratel
horses. On May Day the gaily-decked
| animals are paraded thru the principal
| streets with bands
| the judging, the pri
! to the successful competitors. This
| May Day horse procession has also he-
come an annual institution in many
towns of Yorkshire and the North of
England, altho the often unsett] :d
weather there tends to cause a later
date in May to be fixed for the eveal.

Severa] of the old May Poles are still
standing in country villages of York-
shire and other parts of England; but
only here amd there are the May Day
festivities in connection therewith still
maintained. In some districts the MAay
Pole no longer exists, having bheen
swept away by the reforming zeal of
the Puritans in the 17th century, This
is said to be the case in far away Corn-
wall, where, at Penzance May Day is
ushered in by tihe discordant blowing
of large tin horns. At daybreak the
boys assemble and perambulate the
town, blowing their horng and coltect-
ing money for a feast. At Polperro, the
people go into the country and gather

izes are distribut=d

o
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' the whitethorn blossoms, or hariow
leaved elm. Later on, the boys sally
torth with buckets and other utensils
tull ‘of water, dipping their hands into
which they besprinklad those who Go
no; wear the May, singing as their
warrant, “The First of May is Dipping
Day."” !

The curious - Celtic . customs, former-
ly ‘practiced on' the 1st of May in tha
| Highlands of Scotland and some purta
| of Ireland, of lighting tre Beltan or
| Beltein “fires (so called from Bel or
| Bual, a mame of the old sun god), ani
of'jeaping thru the flames, or driviaz
*‘Cﬂtll(’ between theém, hag no cobneciion
| with our old English May Day cus.oms,
which’ consisted chiefly in‘gatbering (he
1bgouomx of the . hawthorn, or Muy,
eiirly in the morning, and 'devoting tne
emainder of the «day to. rustic games
mnd dances around the May Pole. As
Henrick, who lived in those golden ¢
l of Arcady, exclaims: .
& The-May Pole is up,

.« Now give me the cup,
1’1l drink’to the garlands

But first unto those .

Whose hands did compose . -
The glory of flowers that crown’d it

AL ;
| But after all, the gréat charfn of May

¥

arouad it

“| Day must ever lié, as ft)bas always
1

| done, in the | arinudl resurregti¢m
| tree, -and _s,p_rgb, and flower which

of music; and after '

HON. DR. ORONHYATEKHA,

1

ther: first brought prominently to ou.r
notice- In the country we hear again
the joyful songs of birds amid th?
woeds. and watch the aerial gambols
of bees aw] butterflies in our Brassy
lanes,
blossoming into life; and as we listen
lto a=d witness the glad sounds - and
'signg y hand we re-
aliz. te poet lanre-
ate'g lines:

In the spring a fuller crimson com s upol
the robin's breast;

In the spring the wanton lapwing gets him-
self avother crest;
In the epip~ a livlier

hrrnished dove:
In the snring a youne man
t rrs to thovghts of love.

Particlpating in all the rich exuber-
arice .of Nature whether manifested in
the rising sap, or the fres coursing of
blood thru the veins, we cannot but ex-
claim with Browning:

How good is man's life, the mere
how fit to employ

All the heart and the soul and the
for ever in joy.

e ———————

of vitality on ever
the truth of the la
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Wateh Saved His Life.

There came the unaccountable lull in
the at the dinner - table
that but it

conversnti

il hostesses dread, gave

SUPREME CHIEF RAM3ER,

All Nature is bourgeoning and |

1.0.F., LEADER OF 225,

4
the gushing girl her opportunity,
“Ah, colonel,” ghe said, “I'm sur®

that yow've had many thrilling adven:

tures. wonderful escapes from .

just like the heroes in the novels.” ¢
“well.” admitted the coionel,” 1've

had some pretty close calls.”

i “Yes, yes. Was your life ever saved

'by the cherished hible, a watch, or.8
pack of earde that stopped the course
of the bullet?"”

“Nep exactly that,” protested the vie-
tim, blusbing; ‘‘but, lemme #0€, my
life was once. saved by my Watch, Sé&
here it i " L

“But,” went on the falr inquisitor,
glancing at the timeplece, “I see NO
trace of a bhullet on it. Hew did it
save your life?”

“Why,” stammered the colonel, *

I first came to town a pawnshop
vanced me the price of ten meals on ft."”

THE BIG EICYCLE RACE,

Australia's great bleycle race, “The
Sydney Thousand,” ~was run *last
Thursday. Some fifty thousand,
tators witnessed the event. A
feature of the race was that seven rid-
ers out of eleven used wheels made fis
Canadd. 'These were ‘“‘Massey-Harris
bicycles,” Ellegard, the world's cham-
nian, uded one of these. g

000 FORESTERS.




