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Mr. BERGERON. I am not quite saydng a year. But if -the nomination is made
that. The appointment was made under -the saine way as the otherswere, lina year
the old Government, and I will not say it c. two there will be a demand for auother
was not judiclous. But I wIll come to it judge for the Circuit Court. What 1 wish
this way : The judges of the Circuit Court to bring.before -the House and to call the
of Montreal were firet appointed by Mr. attention of the Government 'to 15 that two
Mercier in Quebee as district magistrates. judges of the Superior Court of the province
These were political appointments--to call ofQuebec, as under the old system. could
things by their names. These gentlemen keep up wîth the cases daily. As l is to-
were very respectable men, very good men, day the work is not kept up every day,
as far as their qualifications as gentlemen and even if there is a third appointinent. my
and honest men and everything of that kind impressionis that It will beno better. There
was concerned. But they were political will fot be so many cases behiud. but the
nominees. The jurisdiction of the magis- business will not be fully kept up, andiin
trates was up to $50. Afterwards the law a year or two we shalie called upon to
under whieh they we.re appointed was dis- add another judge to the Circuit Court. I
allowed, because Mr. Meroier had givencal the attention of the hon. Solicitor Gen-
them a salary which he had no aethorityo this, and ask-theGoveament,
to give under the local statute. But this when they make a nomination to appaint
court had proven a great help ln dealing a very good lawyer. And I would say this,
,with small cases, and when the law was so as not to make any reflection uponthese
disallowed, there was a demand in Mont-f gentlemen, that a salary of $3.004) a year
real for fthe creation of a court wIth some- is a very small salary for a judge of the
what slimilar jurisdietion. Under the old Circuit Court o! Montreal calied upon to do
system the Circuit Court was held by judges the duties that are expectet of hlm. I
cf the Superior Court sitting ln term andcat there is no judge ofthe Supe-
dividing the term amongst themselves. They rior Court the province of Quebecwho
were old judges and men of a great deal of really works as lard as these judges of the
experience and they did their work very Circuit Court in Montreal. Tley work
rapidly. There is no appeal from the de- every day. One sits from 10 o'clock to 4
cision of the Circuit Court, and the cases or 5 and sometimes 6 o'clock, while the
before it range betweeu $50 and $80 and other prepares Judgments at home or sits
upwards to $100. During the Interregnum, lu clinbers. The right hon. the Premier
when the court appointed by the local gov- understants very well our system and
ernment was suspended or di!sallowed, the lknows that the Circuit Court judges are
Circuit Coirt cases went before the judges1callet upon to decide cases as important
of the Superior Court, as ,in former times.athose whieli ore before the Superior
At that time, if I am not mistaken. there Court. They may not involve the saie
were from one hundred to one hundred and amount o! money, but they involve the
fifty cases behind. the two district magis- same principles. Moreover, there is no
trates having been unable to keep up with appeal from the judgments rendered lu the
the business. The judges of the Superior Circuit Court, and,, therefore. it is most
Court being appointed to this work, in a important that the judges of the Circuit
week's time they bad cleared off all the Court should be men well versed iu law
eases that were behind and finished upnd o! great experience. The qualifications
such business as was brought before them necessary for these men to possess deserve
to the satisfaebion of the bar. When the a higlier salary than $3.000. As a mattar
district magistrates court was no longer!o! faet. I cotend that these judges shoult
allowed to exist, there was a demand to!be pai the same salaries as are pa-d Vo
continue the Circuit Court. with the nomi-ijudges o! the Superior Court. I cal at-
nation of judges. whoever they mlght be. tention to these points in the hope that, ln
But pressure was brought to bear on the making the nomination, the Goverument
Minister of Justice of that day, Sir John wlll consider them.
Thompson, 'to appoint %the same men who
had been doing this work as district magis- The PRIME MINUTER. I aready to
trates. And although there was oppos1-J 'tmlt that the judicial system as it exists
tion to such au appointment, still, the Min-!to-day, lu so far as it implies that there
ister of Justice coneluded that it would be i should le a division o! power and a division
a bardship to set them aside and that it cf jurisdiction twe the Ft 1lParli -
would be a reflection upon -their reputation.ment andi-the local leglslatures, is most In-
Consequently, they were appointed. The convenient and unsatls!aetowy.
gentlemen I refer to were Messrs. Barry and But we have to administer the system as
Champagne. When Mr. Barry dled, he was we int It at -he present time. Referring
replaced by Mr. Purcell, a very promisilng k an observation mate a moment ago by
young lawyer in MonItreal. Now we find the lon. member for Pictou (Sir Charles
that the Government have before the Houseithreference tonthc s
a proposaI for the nomination o! another fyoanddtoaluigluhepvnc
judige for 'the Circuit Court, andi for this Io uie,~ aeawy edteve

jutie w arecaletiuponto rovie $,O ' tatntisno Government s bt is thatew


