
LKNOTH OF VOVAai
•k- !.\*^ Mtinwted that tht voyage would Uu th»«e yean, andUM Atitic waa proviawned acconjingly. In conwquenre of a

£5sr'J2i«"»iSLJ!l"'''"^SL!'" ""-" »t«ni«' »<t«r one year,

Attention U directed at thia point to the imporUnre of outfittiniavMiel dMtined for a voyage to the North, with due regard to the
ordinary nalci of luch an underuking. By lo-ne unfoteaeen accidentcommon in northon latitudea, the veeael might have been compelled
to lemain longer than ordinarily contempUted. ThU contingency waa
FT^ j*fif'!!**J'''

ProviMoning to' three yean, although it waa not
intended that the voyage wouM hut that long. Thia point ia of
importance m ducuiiing the outfitting of the "Arctic" becauae
crtticiim h«a been directed to the fact that ahe waa proviMoned for
alonger penod than waa neceaaaty . Had thia precaution been neglect-
ed, cnticism might, with propriety, have been directed at the Depart-
ment, bad hvei been aacrificfd

RUULTS OP INVUTIOATION
The committee aat, heard witneaaea, examined original documenu,

and went thoroughly into the whole matter, from the beginning to

cath*
* following itate of thinga, teatified to uSder

PRCOAUTIONS TAKBN
.1, ''^l?.*"*''

°'
""r M*""" »»d Fi'lieriea Department aurrounded

the outfitting, purchaaing and putting on board of the atores with every
poaiible aafe-guard. '

CapUin Bernier, in charge of the expedition, a navigator of
great experience in northern watem, submitted to the department kia
eatunatea of what was necesaary for 40 men for 3 years, and he h^md
taa calculations on three simitar expeditions; one, that of Capt >oo«
(English) to the Antarctic, Steamer Gauss (German) to the Antarctic
and «he V. S. expedition in the Mary and Helen to Behring Sea.

The Department of Marine and Fisheries sent letters to well know .|

mwchants, asking them if they desired to supply articles in accordance
Sili, !.rS32?"*'22! "' CapUin Bernier, stating that THE DEPAST-J™T WOtaD EXPECT THEM TO SOPPLf THESE OOODSATTHE OpiHG IIARKET PRICES. The evidence provedTafw*];
Sfai'SS^.IS.'^S,?: ™" °<'0™ SUPPLIED WERE OF GOODg^OTY, AIID WERE CHARGED ATO PAID FOR AT MARKET

The most serious charge was that the suppUes purchased were
never put on board the vP3sel. In this regard the Government took
everv possi. precaution. Capt. Berrjer himself says he personally
.Recked the items as they arrived at the vessel, and supervised their
uvnafer to the hold. In this duty he was assisted by a purser, Mr

j^'x;-"; V* 'J""*" "'"''• "'• M°^«'- The invoices were checked
?. 1 ^-^ ^.

*he«e "len. In addition, Sir Wilfrid Laurier sent down
Col. White of the R. N. W. M. PoUce, and Mr. J. E. B. Boudreau
to cbeck the goods and inquire into theii quality. Mr. Bourdeau was
fumtshed with duplicate orders, and his instructions in writing from
the Deputy Minister conclude with these words:

—


