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nJn^K- I
' ^! ^""^ ''^ "«"' ^^^c^Pt »* ^ere a toopmching leannws and the way in which, at every moment

the r>W TJ'"" ^T ^^^^ ^^'' ^' P^^«d into
the play of his work, and an unqualified demand forElhs to play with him. Not that anybody denied hiiS;
rt was wonderful, m fact, the way everybody at Palo-
mitas conspn^ to give him Ellis to play 4h. Youwould have thought it was for that Anne paid her a

All this on the theory that he was "keeping up"; that,genume as his interest was in the play of his work, p^I

f!Z ^T A^^T. ^* ""^ «^°^"^' ^^^« ^ himself he
faced the dreadfulness of its being snatched from him,and his bei^ found with no status but that of brother to
his sister It was a situation that neither his sister nor
her fnend could face for hhn. They were quite resolved
there should some way be found of his not facing it.
And m the mean time the unexpected stampede of

property to Rickart had not happened. There had been
two or three transfers of titles, but aU to strangers, or to
persons so weU known that the supposition that they
were mtermediaries of Rickart's was untenable. Rickart
It app^d, was n't interested in Tierra Longa property.'
And when the date of Kenneth's hearing arrived, Rickart
secured a postponement. It was all very unsettling be-
cause It was so little what had been expected
"He's meaner than I thought," Anne gave it as her

opimon of the Old Man; "he's playing a waiting game.By September"- which was the new date for the appro-
pnation claim- "Kenneth will be at the end of his cap-
ital and his patience; and the people of Tierra Longa will
drop mto Rickart's hand." But though she drummed '


