
THE CABIN IN THE VALLEY 3
JVonting the cabin, beyond the nuu» field and then^ green graw and the placid stream, row two hilU.teep and thickly wooded, and between them nmanwww, winding, and rocky pass. Down this gorge,

to the hrtemng pioneer, now came a confusedStrampling sound.
^^

"It is iron striking against the tooksl" ha an.
nounced. " The hoofs of horses "— * »» "»

J ^!1\ *"!''*.
^^J^""'

"^ ^«^ » Virginiago unshod I And what should a troop of h^T^
here, beyond the frontier, where even theX^
never come ? " »ngoiB

The man shook his head, a frown of perplexityupon lusbronjed and bearded face. « It is ttt7«ound
of the hoofs of hors^-hesaid, "and theyareconS^
through the pass. Hark I"

^^
A ^mpet blew, and there came a noise of laugh.

Oh, Robin, maybe 't is the fairies I

"

Out from the gloom of the pass into the sunshine ofthe vaUey, splaahmg through the stream, trampling

^L^Z ^'' ^*"^"°»' ""^ '^^e o»« rider to thS
otibe^ burst a company of fifty horaemen. Thetrum-

l^, t "^'f^^ »»^ fieW. the cabb, aiSthe people about the door.
Between the intruders and the lonely folk, whom

nearest neighbors were twenty miles awaV^oJfHStep of sunny^, dotted over with the stuiZ^of^ that had been felled lest they afford co^ffor

mvading party, beckoned, somewhat imperiously, to

the hollow of his arm, strode across the greensward,


