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V. '^.^f
,¥^^'^^''^^^ OF FINANCE (Hon. W.

o. Fielding) moved ;

That tho House reiilve Itself Into Committee
to consider the Ways and Means 'or raising
the Supply to ba granted to His Majesty.

He said : ilr. Speaker, it is my iiappy
privilege to present to tlie Uouse to-day
another chapter in the continued story of
Canada's prosperity. A year ago, when
speaking on an occasion similar to this
and congratulating the House on the theii
happy state of affairs, I expressed the opin-
ion that the country had about reached the
crest of the wave of business activity. I
did not anticipate any Immediate depres-
sion or any severe depression at all. What
I suggested was that we might look for-
ward to a period of check, a period during
wliich we woulu not continue the rapid
advance of the past—a pe' iod of rest after
which the Dominion wouid again go for- I

ward by leaps and bounds. Some hon. gen-

'

tlemen opposite thought that my view was
too hopeful. Their observation of the signs
of the tim3s led them to believe that we !

had already entered upon a period of de-
'

I)i-essIon. In view of the operations of the
.voar which has since passed and of the
present outlook for the future we are able
ti) see that my own anticipations and those
of my hon. friends opposite have both been
iigreeably disappointed. The business con-
^!it!on of th? country has proved very catis-
factory, better than my own expectations
much better than the less hopeful views of
my hon. frlenda on the other side. In a
country so vast as ours, with such varied
conditions, It would be too much to expect

that every section and every iiidi-strywould be able to i:iake the same gratlfyiui
report of prosperity. But I think 1 calf
i;uly say that during the past few yearswe have approached as near to that happy
condition as could reasonably be hoped forIn nearly all the great branches of industry'
the past year has been one of activity and
prosperity. In the paramount industry of
agriculture, which must long continue tobe the very foundation of our nrosperlty.
tlie results of the year have been most
gratifying, especially in Manitoba and theNorth-west Territories, where Increa.sedacreage under cultivation and a mostbountifa harvest gave us vast storerofgrain which have taxed our facilities oT
transportation to the utmost, and warned
tho"''' i.l'"^*''"

provision must be made forthe handling of the treasures of the greatwest. ^^i.--**!.

The one disappointing feature of theyears affairs has been the census returns,w hich show a growth of population some-what lese than many had hoped for. Butwhile these returns are for the moment
disappointing, they are by no means dis-couraging. It is well known that during
the first part of the ten years term therfwas comparatively little development of ourcountry. But for the last five years Can'ada has been making very rapid advance
If It were possible to di.scrlminato i.. t'-ocensus between the two periods, it wouldprobably be seen that practically the whole

wf/h.r.,,'*'
P'>PH''»t'o" has taken place

that light the returns are encouraging. For-tunately, the condlOon of Canada In recent


