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rent, *midft the ftruggies of his calling, exults only in th*

idea that one of his race is exempted from the condition to
which the reft are doomed, and by his virtues and reputation
refle(Sls honoui on the name, and on a growing fortune,—This ftranger, in a ftrange land, more to be pitied than all

his generation; is, perhaps, ftretched on the bed of languiih-
ing, and left to (hiver and to burn, through all the varieties

of the ague's cold and the fever's heat, deftitute of the mini-
Itrations for which kindred were given us. In his diftrefs,

even the humane do not feel themfelvcs fo much interefted in

his fortune as to ftep forward in his behalf, under the double
hazard of delivering their names to the malice of flander by
afluming the office of conducing his bufmefs, and of incurring

the ftill more dangerous confequence of becoming refponfi-

ble for his property to his creditors and heirs. In this fitua-

lion money is butof fmall avail. It cannot purchafe a heart,

and the attentions which it buys are altogether of an inferior

and coarfer kind. The perfons who nurfe the fick for wages
cannot approach their bed with that tendernefs of fympathy and
that confidence of afFedion which the nearer relations of life

infpire. It is not their office to watch and to prevent the rifing

wifhes of the foul j to wipe the cold fwcat from the brow j to

clafp the trembling hand, and hold the aching head i to mark
and to feel the rollings of the eye ; to receive the fecret bit-

ternefs of the heart, in which a ftranger cannot intermeddle

;

and to mingle with the balm of friendfhip and of piety the ine-

ftimable cup of Chriftian confolation. This is not colouring ;

it is not half the truth. Could I lead you through the dif-

ferent habitations of the emigrant and the adventurer, from
the vertical fun of India to the polar frofts of Labradore, and
enumerate, as I turned from every fick man's bed, the fymp-
tomsof his jifeale and the attendance he enjoyed, I mould
foon convince you how much is fuffered by that defcription of

men in this feafon of exigence.

The heart-felt fynipathies offender union are incommuni-*
cubic ; and even this inftitution, with all its nationality, can
fupply them but in part. But what can be fupplied, is done
molt efFcctually. In the land of ftrangers it brings to the

bed of the diftrcfled and the friendlefs the countenance of a

countryman, a voice and an accent which is known. I have
witncfied with joy, and I record with gladnefs, your unwea-
ried care in procuring a fucceffion of attendants, and your
meritorious condelcenlion in performing the humble offices

that :i iick bed requires. Too much praife cannot be beftow-
eu on this part of your conduct, and it has originated, I be-

lieve, with thh inftitution. The beneficial effeds of it have

been


