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the diftria of Qiiebec, previous to making
obfervations upon the proceedings held fubfet
quent to the 23d of June; in order to- remove
the prejudices which that narrative, fo unlba-
fcnably made, may have excited in the minds
of the public, and the better to enable Lord
Dorchefter. or others, to whom it may be fub.
nutted, to form an adequate opinion of the
nanire and motives of this inveftigation, think
It incumbent on them to (late, as concifcly as
poilible, the events that have taken place in
the province fince the conqued of it, at lead
as far as they relate to the laws and adminiilra-
tion of juftice in it.
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Though Canada was conquered by his Ma-
jeft/s arm, in the f.,11 i^^o.- Adminiftration
»n England did pot interfere with the interior
government of it tilfthe year 1763. It re-

"

mained during that period divided as formerly
into three diftrias, under the feparate com-
mand of n,ili„ry officers, who cllablifhed in

'

their refpeaivc^dillrias p,ilitary courts, under
'

different forms indeed, but in which, accord-
ing to the policy obfcrved in wife nations to-

'

^ards a conquered people, the laws and ufage
of Canada wereobferved as therule of decifion. .

HisMajefty, with a view to encourage fet-
tlers from Europe and America to refort to
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