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REASONS

for the Tfnmlation of the Rev. Dr. Burns, Paishu, to Toronto,

Canada Went.

FOR TIIK COLONIAL COMMITTKK OF Till! KUKK C.IUHCU OF SCOTLAND.

I Tho vast extent and rcsourcoH of Canada, the amazing r.-vpiditj vrlth

which its populati'm is increasing, and generally its rising importr.uce

point out tUpruprioty of its beiui? m¥'^^'^ ^'^^^' '^^ '^''"''' "* '°'""''*''''

''^'^^£'^^l:^ji:l^i^c^^ in which the brethren of the Pre.b;-

torian Ohu -oh of Canada »' xve been placed in consequence of the 1) s-

ruSn render it exceedingly desirable that they should cn.ioy tho

Zr'oTa minister of exne/ience from Scotland-niore especially one

Shoi^fulWacauainted wit i tho systems which Lave been pursued a

Ihis^ountrVfo? organising congregations and for the sustentation of the

""ilL Tvhile tho call to Toronto attests the strength -f tj'«
l^f^J.^^^^f"

interest in that city, both as fogards numbers im3 weal lithsc,^^^^^^^^

be viewed us connected with tho nomination
Y '/'^i^'sH^irnnTh officei

to tho Chair of Theology at Toronto; and while the duties o both ottices

must bo discharged, tbr a time at least, by the same individual the

Cning.TilityT readiness, and untiring energy of Dr. urns point li.m

out as possessing, in an eminent degree, the rare qualifacations which

are necessary for so arduous a service.
, -.i :„ Var^n,^a

IV Tho reception which Dr. Burns has already "^^^t^^^^'/VT 1?^

indicates the cordiality with which ho will be welcomed, and affords he

mo^t pleasing prospects of the success which would attend h.m m that

great and rising oountg.^
^^^^ _^^^^^^ G.n.mlii.e,

J. A. BALFOUR, Junr.,
/Secretary.

Edinburgh. 13th January, 1845.

The Chairman of the Congregational Meeting of Knox'a

Church, which sent me the call, was Mr. Isaac Buchanan, now

of Hamilton, and a tried friend of the Church in many ways,

and in two of his letters, of date 24th and 2bth July, 1844,

the following passages occur :—
v r

"It is impossible for me to express the deep feeling of

anxiety entertained by every member of the congregation, that

you may come among us, having in view not only their own

edification and eternal interests, but looking to it as vitally

important to the interests of the infant Church, that we secure

the advf:ntage of the great knowledge and experience which

you possicss, especially at her outset."

In the second letter, two days after, he says :
" Your coming

out were it only for eighteen months or two years, would be

evek more valuable, as affording the infant Church here, and

through it, the parent Church, as the Free Church m.y be


