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°«"t™I fla«" (The Secretary
of State. Wash^gton, D. C. to the GemZ
Minjster for Foreign AflFairs. May 13. 1915.)
The fact that more than one hundred^encan citizens were among those who

penshed (reference to the sinking of theLusUama) "made it the duty of the Gov-
ernment of the United States to sp^ak of
these thmgs and once more, with solemn
emphasis, to call the attention of the Im-
perial German Government to the grave re
sponsibility which the Government of the
United States conceives that it has incurred
in this tragic occurrence, and to the indis-
puteble principle upon which that responsi-
bihty rests. The Government of the United
States is contending for something much
greater than mere rights of property or
pnvileges of commerce. It is contending for
nothmg less high and sacred than the rights
of humanity, which eve^ government hon-
ors Itself in respecting and which no govern-
ment is justified in resigning on behalf of
those under its care and authority." (The
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