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"Ay," assented 'BiM, "well have to get used to
folks smilin', these next few days. . . . Between our-
•elves, I never fancied that woman, though I oouldu'
give you any particular reason for it"

"Sly," suggested CaL
" "Tia more than that. Slyness, you may gay, belongs

to the whole sex, and I've known men say as they
found it agreeable, in moderation."

"I never noticed that in her mistress, to do her
justice."

'Bias halted. "I^ook here. . . . You're »«tr« you ain't
weakenin' ?

"

" Sure."

"Because, as I told 'ee last night—and I'll say it

again, here, at the last moment— she's yours, and
welcome, if so be "

"

—

'If so be as I didn' speak my true mind last
night, when I said the same to you '-is that what you
mtan? Here, let's on and get it over!" said Cai,
mopping his brow anew.

" Tis a delicate business to broach, as you mentioned
just now," said 'Bias dallying. " We'll have to be very
careful how we put it"

" Very. As I told 'ee before, if you like to take it

over "

" Not at all. You're spokesman—only we don't want
to put it so's she can round on us with • nobody axed
you.' And you gave me a turn, just then, by sayin' as

you never noticei she was sly ; because as I reckon,

that's the very point we've come to make."
"As how?"
'Bias stared at him in some perturbation. "Why,

didn't she put that trick on us over the investment ?
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