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12 HISTORY OF THE BRITISH

Thefe beginnings raifed fome expectations,

but they were loft in the difgrace of Ralegh^

who fell a vi£lim to the caprices of his own
wild imagination. The colony, having loft

its founder, was totally forgotten.

It had been thus negleQed for twelve

years, when Gofnold, one of the firft aflo-

ciates, refolved to vifit it in 1602. His ex-

perience in navigation made him fufpe«St,

that the right track had not been found out;

and that, in fteering by the Canary and Ca-
ribbee iflands, the voyage had been made
longer than it need have been by above a

thoufand leagues. Thefe conjeClures indu-

ced him to fteer away from the fouth, and
to turn more weftward. The attempt fuc-

ceeded ; but when he reached the American
coaft, he found himfelf further north than

any who had gone before. The region where
he landed, fmce included in New-England,
afforded him plenty of beautiful furs, with

which he failed back to England.

The fpeed and fuccefs of this undertaking

made a ftirong imprefTion upon the Englifh

merchants. Several joined in 1606 to form
a fettlement in the country that Gofnold had
difcovered. Their example recalled to others

the remembrance of Roanoak •, and this gave

rife to two charter companies. As the con-

tinent where they were to exercife their mo-
.nopoly was then known in England only by

the


