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Agatlia cried out wlion slio saw him, lu'caiise lie was trans-

tbrrnod. Tlu' lazy insouciant look was gone ; a troubled look

was in its jilaoe. Worse than a tnnibled look—a look ot

misery ; a look of self-reproach ; a look as of a criminal brougiit

to tlie bar and convicted.

"Lawrence!" cried Mrs. Ij'Kstrange.

lie came into the room in a helpless sort of wa}', his haiuU
shaking before him likt' those of some half-blind old man.

'• IMiillis," he .said, in a hoarse voice, "forgive me !"

" What have J to forgive, Lawrence '<

"

" Forgive me ?
" he i-epeated humbly. ''Nay—you <h» not

undeistand. Duiujuerijue, it is for you to sjjcak—for all of

you—you all love Phillis. Agatha—you love her—you used to

love me too. How shall I tell you]
"

** I think we gue.ss.'" said Gilead,
" I did it for the best, Phillis. 1 thought to double your

fortune. Cassilis said I should double it. I thouglit to

double! my own. 1 ])ut all your mont\v, child, every farthing

of your money, in Eldorado stock by his advice, and all my
own too. And all is gone—c^very penny of it gone."

.lack I)un((uerque clasped Phillis tighter by the hand.

She only laughed.
" Why, Lawrence." she said, "what if you have losi all my

nioiu^y 1 Jack doesn't care. Do you, Jack /

"

" No, <larling, no," said Jack. And at the mcmient—such

was the infatuation of this young man—he really did not care.

" Lawrence," said Agatha, "you acted i'or the best. Don't,

«h'ar Lawrenci', don't trouble too much, ('aptain Ladds has

lost all his fortune too—and Mr. IJeek has lost his—and we
are all ruined together."

" All ruined together !
" echoed ( Jilead lieck, looking at Mrs.

L'Estrange. " Gabriel Cassilis is a wo; ierfid uuin. 1 always

said he was a womlerful man."

In the evening the three ruined men sat all together in

(liload's room.

"Nothing save^l, Cohpdioun ?" asked Ladds, after along
l>ause.

" Nothing. The stock was 70 when I bought in : 70 at 10

per cent. It is now anything you like— 4, (I, S, IG— what you
please—because no one will buy it."


