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quiring the special display of patriot-

iauj in Upper Canadf.. And yet events

have occurred which serve to indicate

the nuiibated loyalty which animateH

the people. Irish discoutiiit, oulniin-

ating in Fenianlsr.), has . lore than

once threatened <.o ravage our fair

Province wi^h tiie and a word, with

the avowed iiiten'.ion of thereby com-
pelling the IVIotl er Country to yield

the redress of lush grievancea But
our gallant vohiuteora were alwaya on
the alert, and thtise ridiculous attempts

were frustrated vnthout difficulty, and
with very little loss of life. Repeat-

edly, since the grant of local self-gov-

ernment to Canada, her Parliament

and peophi have spontaneouKly ten-

dered the services of our brave militia

to aid the Imperial troops in foreign

warfare, or wheii contlicts were antic-

ipated in Europe. These offers were

dictated by devotion to the Crown and
Empire, and were further pi-oof.s of the

unselti.sh U)yalty of Canadians. Annu-
ally, since 1875, the sum of 50,000
dollars has been granted by the Do-

minion Parliament for pensions to the

surviving veterans of tl; e War of 1 8 1 2,

in addition to largo amounts yearly

voted for pensions to the widows and
orphans of inilitiamen who had lost

their livjis in defer.ce of the country.

This munificent liber-Ality testifies to

the high estimation in which Canada
regards the .efforts ot' t nose of her own
children who fought <o maintain our

connection with Englind, and to up-

hold the national honour.

Meanwhile, it is gratifying to note,

that the hostility and estrangement

between Canadians and the citizens

of the American llepulilic—natural

at a time of separation and of inter

neciue strife—has wholly died out, and

is replaced by sentiuients ot mutual
esteem and good-will. As was happily

expressed by our excellent Governor-

General, in his I'econt speech at Win-
nipeg, our people have learnt to i*ecog-

nise the fact * that the interests of the

Empire and of the United States may
advance side by side without jealousy

or friction, and that the good of the

one is interwoven with the welfai'e of

the otlier.' Wo may not, indeed, ad-

mire or approve of the political insti-

tutions of our neighbours, but we have
h-arnt to respect the American people,

and account manyof tiieir enlightened

ell'urts to promote the public welfare,

and to purify and elevate society, as

deserving not merely of praifce but of

imitation.

It is wholly foreign from ray desire,

in this essay, to criticize American
])oiitical institutions, or to direct at-

tention to what may seem defective

therein, further than maybe absolutely

necessary to the p-irpose in hand.

But I cannot refrain from giving ut-

terance to one or two thoughts on
this svibject, in order to vindicate,

from my own point of view, the wis-

doui and foresiglit of our forefathers,

when they deliberately prt ferrerl the

loss of property and the perils inci

dent to their flight into the wilder-

nt'ss, rather than forego the blessings

of British supremacy and of monarch-

ical rule. These observations will not,

I trust, be deemed intentionally disre-

spectful towards our American cou-

sina

lu severing their connection with

Eu2;hind, the United States abandoned
a political system wherein politics and
religion were advisedly if not insepar-

ably connected. This union, in the

})ith3'^ words of Lord Eldon, was not

designed ' for the purpose of making
the Church political, but the State

i-cligious.' Christianity, in fact, is

part and parcel of the British Gcmsti-

tution, and the entire framework of

our polity is j ervaded with the enno-

bling influencea and restraints of reli-

gion.

The practical effect of the union

l)etween Church and State has been

the preservation in Great Britain of a

high standard of honour in the ad-

ministration of public affairs, both

foreign and domestic, which is spe-

cially observable in the relations of

h(!r government with other countrieB.


