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His work of grace. He will not give us the Holy Ghost

to terminate upon ourselves; and if He sees that our

object in seeking even spiritual blessing and power is

our own delight, aggrandizement, or self-importance, we
shall be disappointed. But if our purpose is to be like

God Himself, channels of blessing to others, and instru-

ments for His use. He will fill us and use us to the

^iUest measure of our heart's desire. The more we
give the more wo shall receive, until, like God, our only

occupation will be to be a blessing. This is the secret

of barren hearts and lifeless churches. They are Dead
Seas, that have received without an outlet, until they

could hold no more, until even what they had has become

a stagnant and unwholesome pool.

Side by side, the blessing and service must ever go

hand in hand, according to the ancient promise, '*Ye

shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon
you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me."
The Old Testament closes with the glorious promise

of the Holy Ghost. How wonderfully the New Testament

has fulfilled it! Let our lives fulfill it. Let our words
and works pass it on until the yet greater promise of

His Second Coming shall come to pass, and we shall

rise to a richer indwelling of the Holy Ghost and a

nobler service in the ages to come than we have ever

here been able to ask or think.

We have closed these unfoldings of the Holy Spirit

in the Old Testament. We shall next turn, if the Lord
will, to the fuller light of the New Testament midday
and the dispensation of the Holy Ghost, Oh, if, amid
the imperfect light of that ancient dispensation, the

Spirit accomplished such glorious results and left such

illustrious examples of His grace and power, how much
more must He not expect of us, the children of the

morning, and the heirs of all His truth and grace!

God help us to be worthy of our inheritance and tnie

to our trust.


