
Kujiply tho country and rcroivo silver in oxcliaiign : tliis is siniig-

glcd as llif^ law roi-hids lis export.

As wo wrro leaving lliis port a l)riij: camo in l>rin,'-^iM,^' news

wlii<;Ii verified our worst fears al)onf, the «Golden Gale,)) the ves-

sel had taken lln; and burnt to the wat(»rs od},n\ Ont^ hundred

and sixty |iassen,yers [ti'rished, and the I'est were scattered along

the coast destitnli?. We turned hack to render assist,anee to the

K.'ived. 1 i'ouiid one Canadian from St. Catharines, a nephew of

the late Mr. L.'pper, he gave Ih;; most didii'hlCul aci'ount of the

inhabitants of Mexico; they had found him and others famished

on the shore, th"y took IIhmu to their houses in tin; inl'rior, fed

them, clotiied tliem, uiounted them on horses, and broniihl thorn

safely over the mountain to Manzanilla, tho iioarrst jtorl. Leppcr

got two suits and wo got him $20 : ho went on with us, to return

by the <(Sonora » to Canada.

IL may be W(dl to state hero that Mexico has 7 millions of

inhabit:m!s :
'^ fifths are natives, tho other Spaniards and Spanish

Crools
; only about h^^SiM) Enropoans or Ani'jricansni the country

in all.—Since 18-23, they have had above liG diirerout Govern-

ments, and if the nominee of a foreign government, a Scion of

the Hons(! of Ihiitsburg expects a peacofvd possession lie will bo

grievously disappointed.

On the lOth d;iy after leaving Pannma wo passed the mouth
of the gulf of California, an inlet fiOO miles deep and 150 miles

wide, famous for its pearl fisheries, tho method and history of

which would form a lecture.

Early in the morning of tho I'lth day going along a bold rocky

coast Wi^ saw a s([uare, clear opening about a mile wide between

gatjs of solid stouv', this, we were told was the celebrated "Golden

Gato,)) about a mile and a half from its mouth an island lay right

across th:» Chaumd called the Island of Alcatross, closing the sea

out from the Bav of San Francisco into wdiich we now entered,

the largest, most perfect and splendid harbour in the Avorld, in

which all the navies of tho world might ride at anchor in siifety

and not bi; crowded—for this matchless bav is forty miles wide.

There are two cities, that on the loft is Benicia, and that on


