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confent of the parties. There is therefore no way left to cfft'ft

an union offorce between the two countries, confiftent with the

folemn furrender to America of the rights of the purfe and of

the fword, but upon the principles of foederal alliance.

If I could hdve had my choice of all ihe tirgumtfnts in the world,

to fupport the proportion of giving an offer of peace to America,

upon the condition of the eventual treaty of alliance between

France and America being relinquifhed, I would have taken thofe

very arguments, from the letter of the Commiflionersjuft now cited.

The Commiffioners have, to every fubftantial effect, fully acknow-

ledged the independence of America. The propofition, therefore,

which I have dated, is only fupplemeiitary to this, viz. If

America is to become fubdantially independent of Great-Bri-

tain, let them be independent of France and of all the world.

Agreed, fay the Commiffioners, if we can but fettle this point of

the union offorce ; and all that we require is, " that the extent of

" our future connexion (hould be determined upon the principles

"of mere rea/bn, and Tonfiderations oi mutual interelti on which

" we are likewife willing to reft the perman-nce of any arrange-

" ments we may form." The anfwer then is fhortly this : If

America, as the condition of peace, can prevail with the court of

France to relinquifli the eventual treaty of alliance, they will then

be free to aft as the principles of inert reafon^ and as the confidera-

tions o\ mutual interejl fliall guide them, which is all that the par-

liamentary commiffioners require. The commiffioners have, in

themoft argumentative and explicit manner, abdicated every other

claim, and reft all the future connefiion with America, and the

permanence of any fiich future conneciion^ upon the confiderations

of mere reajon and mvtnal intertfl.

What then have we left to fight for ? Every national in!ereft,

and all parliamentary claims^ have been rclinquiffied by minifters

long ago. Even that ftumbling-block of independence is now

fwept away. Minifters do not contend, on the part of their coun-

try, for any future claim of rights over America. The utmo 11

txtent now propofed by them for any future onnetiion with Ame-

rica, is to be determined upon principles of. mere reafon and con-

fiderations of mutual interejl. If thefe are their real principles,

why have they not, and why do they not proceed upon the broad
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