
67

our dock, and expressed some discontcjit at what

wc were doin.tij.

We made all the haste we could to get our sMp

afloat, though not altogether finished, to ynevcnt

their designs of bunking it. She was called the

Griflin, about sixty tons, and carried five small

guns. We fired three guns, and sung Te Deum ;

and carrying our hammocks aboard, the same day

were out of the reae'i of the savages.

Before wc could proceed in our intended discov-

ery, I was obliged to return to fort Frontenac, to

bring along with me two monks of my own order,

to help me in the function of my ministry. I con-

cealed part of the discouragements I had met with,

because I designed to engage faUicr Gabriel and Ze-

nobe in our voyage. Having dispatched our affairs,

we three went aboard a brigantinc, and in a short

time arrived at the river which runs into the lake

Ontario, where we continued several days, our men
being very busy in bartering their commodities with

the natives, who exchanged their skins for knives,

guns, powder and shot, but especially brandy,

which they love above all things. Mr. de la Salle

arrived in a canoe eight days after. These impedi-

ments retarded us so long that we could not reach

the river Niagara before the thirtieth of July. Fa-

ther Gabriel and I went over land to view the great

Fall, the like whereof is not in the whole world. It

is compounded of two great cross streams of water

and two falls, with an isle sloping along the middle

of it. The waters which fall from this vast height

do foam and boil after 'he most hideous manner

imaginalUe, making an .utragcous noise more terri-


