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64 iMOUNT BROWN AND THE SOURCES OF THE ATHARASCA.

trilmtiiry Wood river failed tliroiigh an iipsot in Surprise rapids. A
second attempt made with ponies on the custom ilank of the Kockies in

18i)li was likewise unsnccessful, partly from the usolessness of the

Indian guides employed, and partly from the sicknosH of a member of

the party.

A third expedition, consisting of Mr. ytuwart, j\Ir. L. (i. Coleman,

and the writer, with Frank Sibbald as cook and packer, succeeded in

reaching and climbing Mount Brown last summer (ISOo); and it is

proposed to give a brief account in this paper of the work done, and the

country traversed.

We left Morley, a point on the Canadian Pacific Jtailway just east of

the Kockies, on the 8th of July, and for three days urged our ponies

north-westward through the foothills parallel to the Palliser riuige, a

few miles to the south-west. The valleys traversed have the usual

muskeg bottoms and grassy sides, dotted with small bushes of willow

and knotched-leaved birch; while the hills, 500 to 1000 feet high, are

fringed on top and on the moister northern side with poplars and

J)ouglas sjirnce.

The trail then turned through a "gap" with bare cliflfs facing east-

ward, and followed the lied Deer river, a tributary of the Saskatchewan,

into the mountains, traversing a valley, partly wooded and partly

prairie, giving charming scenes of river, meadow, and grove backed bv
moderately lofty mountains. The altitude of Morley is about 4000

feet, and our first camp in the llockies, at the Mountain Park, was n

little below oOOO.

The route t-.^ns aside from the Red Deer about 10 miles from the

gap, across a pass at G500 feet, and descends to the well-named Clear-

water river not far from its exit from the mountains. A mountain

near the summit of the pass rises to 8500 feet, and is perhaps a few

hundred feet lower than the average of the region.

The Clearwater owes its character to its passage through two pretty

lakes not far from its source. These lakes are about 0000 feet above

the sea.

After following the Clearwater some miles to the westward, the

trail turns north-west once more, passing through narrow valleys and
over a pass rising slightly above tree-line ("7300 feet). The head

waters of Atikosipi are crossed, another pass traversed, and White
Kabbit creek is followed down to its junction with the Saskatchewan

on the Kootenay plains. These plains, 4G00 feet above the ocean, are

really an inlet of the prairie * 7 miles long and 2 or 3 wide,

having the same sward of green or sere grasses and vetches, or of sage

and wormwood in drier parts.

Sunflowers and flax were in full bloom on the 17 th of July, and
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See Dr. Hector's report in 'Captnin PalHser's Expedition,' p. Ill, etc.


