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IliBonnt* wu equally ansueceMfol. The only

[debt acknowledged *iy the ligna^iare of the

[debtor. WW that of in old and intimate frieiid,

[who could ill spare t)\%\ money, and from whom
[it was very painful to .ne to exact it ; but for-

ibearance would have hem a dereliction of duty,

[and would have been no otherwise serviceable

{to my friend, than to defer the time of pay-

Jment. Accordingly, I recovered firom him an

limount about equal to one-fburth of that due

DC from Arismendi.

When I was convinced that nrthing more was
overable under the power of f.ttorney, I wrote

Ho Arismendi, under the assuiited name of Don
Pausto Corral, as i^^reed on, to this eflSect; as-

lurin; him of i>iy conviction, that he would

lever obtain any thing through the intermedia-

lion of an agent, and that the only course which

presented any prospect of success, was to come
I this country and prosecute the business in

ersnn. This, however, I did not believe he

jroiild do,from the circumstance, that there were

krge demands against his house, in this country.

Nearly two years elapsed after writing this

^tter, and I heard nothing from him, when sud-

tnly, and '.vithoot any previous intimation to

ny body, he made his appearance in Boston.

ie was accompanied by a nephew, who, like

Imjelf, spoke no other than the Spanish lan-

tiage. They were in very obscure and ordinary

dgings, kept by a foreigner, which circum-

ance, combined with theur having brought no
iters, was evidence of their desire of conceal-

cnt.

j
After the usual salutations of so unexpected a

eting had passed, I rendered to him an ac-

^nnt of my stewardship, of which he had pre-

Dusly been informed by my letter. I now felt

^security, and consequent exultation, in the

overy of my property, which 1 had not ex-

ienced before; 'indeed, I perceived noway in

liich it could be eluded ; but the short-sighted-

|88 of man is proverbial, and scarce a day
8SCS, that it is not self-evident. As Arismendi

indebted ten thousand dollars for short

bight on a ship belonging equally to myselfand

I
a merchant in Providence, 1 did not imagine

nt any mischief could arise from informing

ki of it, though the result but too ckarly

|>ved, that this information had better been
laycd. With ill-judged impeutosity he sent

papers, proving the debt, to a lawyer of this

, with directions to institute a cuit, notifying

at the same time, of his having done so.

K'civing at once the mischief that would result

|in precipitate action, I went to the lawyer,

persuaded him to wait a week, with a view
giving Arismendi time to ascertain the pros-

of recovering the property of wluch he was
j)ursuit. This engagement, owing to some mis-
|c. \\m not adhered to, the writ was issued,

for want of bail he was imprisoned ; thus
hig from him the power of making those col-

lions uu whicli mainly depcudcd the chance

It was lUerdlf de-
destined to lav the

of obtdning our paymMtt.
stroying the bird that wa
golden egg.

This errar being manifest, one of the partners
of the Providence house came on, in the
hope of retrieving it; and vrith this view,
we united in an act whicb rendered the matter
worse, that of releasing him from prison, on his

promise of making a settlement ; for it soon be-
came evident, tlut his object was only to be
emancipated, and that he had no intention of
fulfilling his engagement. - On being satisfied of
^this, recourse was had to the instituting a new
suit ; but before the writ could be served on
him, he absconded.

This act, no less disgraceful on the part ofthe
assistant, than of the principal, was effected by
the aid of a Boston merchant, who enabled him
to elude the vigilance of the officer charged with
the arrest, concealed him until a vessel for St.

Thomas was ready to sail, and then conveyed,
or caused him to be conveyed, on board ; thus
assisting a fraudulent debtor to flee from jnstiee.

and preventing honest creditors from recovering
their just demands.

In judging of actions, we often err, and are
guilty of injustice towards the individual whose
motives we undertake to scan ; but in this in-

stance there can be no mistake. As there ex-
isted no personal hostility or animosity to me,
it was palpably no other than sordid interest.

Arismendi crossed the Atlantic for iiie purpose,

principally, of collecting a debt of upwards of
one hundred thousand dollars, alleged to be due
him from this Boston merchant.

It was very evident that I most relinquish aU
hope of ever recovering this debt, or any part

of it ; a debt so considerable, that its loss was
productive of serious inconvenience to me; a
debt, for the recovery of which I made two \oj^
ages to Europe ; had induced the debtor to come
to this country, and when in possession of the
means of compelling payment, by a concurrence

of unfortunate circumstances, already detailed,

missed profiting by those means; thus truly

verifying the adage of '* many a slip between the

cup and the lip."

An uninterrupted correspondence with my
friend Shaler, during his long residence at Al-

giers as consul-general of the United States,

kept alive that friendship whose origin was of

so remote a date. After his return to the

United States, being appointed to the consulate

of Havana, he invited me to accompany him, on
terms of perfect equality in every thing essen-

tial. Takking charge of the consulate in Oc-
tober, 1829, we remained there together until

the melancholy occurrence of his death by cho-
lera in March, 1833, when it raged at Havana
with unparalleled fatality. In the death of Mr.
Shaler the country lost a most excellent and
patriotic citizen; tlie government, a devoted
and highly-talented ofHcor ; and myself, a long-

tried and dceply-lamcntcu trieud.


