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in timefto Iwv^'ti d6^^e of natural increase of population

with thereat. Such has proved to be the steady advance

of things in the sickliest points of the south. The rapidity-

of c;>f io^rcase in numbers multiplies the difficulties of

subsisteopj^iuicl stimulates, aitid sharpens the swarming fa-

culties ail^ propensities in the parent hive,and willcaufje,

that ii| due lapse of time and progress of things, ^very fer-

tild carter section in this valley will support its family.

Another,pleasant circumstance impended to this view

is, that almost the entire population of the valley are cul-

tivators of the soil. The inhabitants of cfowded towns

and villages, the numerous artizans and laborers in manu-

^ factories, can neither be, as a mass, so healthy, so virtuous

or happy, as free cultivators of the soil. The man whose
daily range of prospect is dusty streets, or smoky and dead
brick wallg. ibd whose views become limit^ by habit to

the encloswe of these walls; who depends fdr his subsist-

ence on the daily supplies of the marl ., and whose mo-
tives to action are elicited by constant and hourly struggle

ipd competition with his fellows, will have the advantage

in some points over the secluded tenant of a cabin or a
fiirm house. But still, taking every thing into the calcu-

lation, we would choose to be the owner of a half section

ofland, and daily contemplate nature, as we tilled the soil,

aided in that primitive and noble occupation by our own
vigorous children. The dweller in towns and villages

may have more of Ule air and tone of society, and his

daughters.may keep nearer to the chiuiges of the fashions.

But we have little doubt, that, in str^ing the balance of

enjoyment, tjbe latter will be found to jhitbe happier man,
and more likely to have a numerous and healthy family.

The people of the west, with very small deductions, are

cultivators of the soil. All, that are neither idle, nor un-
able to labor, have a rural abundance of the articles, which
the soil can furnish, far beyond the needs of the country;

and it is one of our most prevalent complaints, that this

abundance is far beyond the chances of profitable sale.

The extent, to which the commerce of the country has
been (sarriedy-may be inferred from the fact, that the annu-
a\ expcMTts from New Orleans average from twelve to fif-


