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we found a river witli clear and beantll'iil water. They called it
" The lieaiitifnl liiver." 'I'liis man and Ids wife a-kid nie by sijins

if I did not wi'^li to liatlie, as tliey did, because i uas loni; since
they liad liatlied. I tcld tlieui in tlie »aine way tijat J also liad ureat
need of a hatli, but that I was afraid of croeiidiles. Tliey made me
understand tliat tiicre were none liere. Upon their assurance I bathed
and did it witli srreat pleasure in this beautiful water.

" ' We descended the Beautiful liiver diirinn- tlie rest of the day, till we
arrived upon the Ijanks of a stream which we recoirnized wliere this

trooj) of hunters had concealed their dug-outs. My guide liavini; drawn
out his own. we three entered and descended to theb- village, where we
did not arrive till night. I was as well received by this nation as if I

had l)een one of them. Dnrini; the journey I had picl<ed up a few words
of tlieir language and I very ^oon learned it, becau.se I was always with
the oh! men who love to instruct tlie younir, as the young love to be
instructed and converse freely with each other. l" have noted this

generally in all the natives tliat I have seen. This nation was really the
Utters wleini I souiiht. As I was very well treated there I would
willinirly liave made a longer stay, and it seemed to me tliat they also
wished it. But my desi4.'U 'ccupied me always. I determined toleave
with >-ouie of this people who were L'oing to carry a calumet to a nation
thronirh wliicli I must pass, who, I)eing brothers nf those whom I was
about to iiuit, spoke the same language with some slight dltfercnces. I

parted then with the Otters, and we doceiided the •• Beautiful Kiver" in

a piroitnt for eigliteeu days, putting mi slifire from time to time
to hunt, and we did not want for game. I sliould have liked to
pnsli on further, following alwys the •' Beautiful Kiver," for I did not
become fatigued in the pirogne, but it was necessary for me to yield to
the reasons opposed to it. They told me that tlie lieat was already
great, that the iirass wa^ hiiih and the serpents dangerous in this season,
and that I miirht lie liitten in goiiiir to the cliase, and that moreover it

was nece>sary that I should iearii the laii:iuage of .lie nation where I

wished to no, whicli would be much easier wlien I should know tluit of
tlie country where I was. I followed the advice that the oUl men of
t'.'s nation yave me witii tiie less hesitation that I saw tliat their liearts

am! their mouths -poke to^'ether. They loved nie and I did not go
to till cliase except for amusement, liurinii the winter that I passed
with tlieni. I set myself to work to learn the lauauauo of the peojile

where I iuteiideil to go, becau-e with it they assured me that I could
make myself understood by all the peojde that I should llnd from that
point to the "(ireat Water," wliicli is at the West, tlie ditl'erence

between their lanKUage- not being L'l'eat.

••'The warm weather was not yet entirely over wlien I got in a
piroirne with plenty of breadstnlt's' [ vuaules eu farine IhQcixufiC these
nations do not cultivate maize. aU''ough the soil seems very good.
They cultivate only a little as a cur' ... . I had in my pirogue only my
provision-, a pot, a bowl and what i needed for my beti, and if I had
liad some Indian corn nothing would have been wantiiiir. Tims, not
beiu:,' enibiirrassed willi aiiytliin;r, I lloated at my ease, and in a short time
I arrived at a very simill nation, who were suv|U^i-ed to see me arrive
alone. Tills tribe wear lonn' hair and look upon those who wear short

slaves, whose hair lias l.ieen i;ut in order that they m.ay be recog-
nizi d. The chief of this tribe, who was on the bank of the river, said

' l*. S. G. and G. Survey, Conlvibiitions to Xorlli .American Ethnology,
vol. I., 1113. Tribes of Western Washiiiitton and Northeastern Oregon,
by George Glbbs, M.D. The roots used [for food] arc numerous
the wappatu, or sa<juitt'iria. and the kamas are the principal.
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