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em iiieti xls of HtesuiKMs and steam laiinclies, tlicy are seldom found
outside a few favorably secluded spots. The steamer and tlie steam
laiiiicli earry erews of wliite liunters into every nook and eranny on the
coast and ottei- hunting; grounds where an animal is to he found, and
every one of them is either killed ()r ehasi-d away from honu'—ehast'd
out to sea in nniny instan(;es, wh«-re. il they happen to elude th(> hunter,
tiie.v die ()f starvation, for they ran not mt down tor food in deop water.
None Itnt native hunters should he prrmilted to hunt sea otter,

hecaiiso it is almost the only support of all the native pcoplo i'nnn

Cooks Iidet to Attou Island, and, it left to them o\(;lusively. their simple
iiM-thods of hunting' «m the water in skin hoats. in whi«-h they dare not
venture far fi'om Inml, ean not |i(»ssildy diive thoaninml away from its

(•u>lomary haunts luu- exteriidnate it.

1 include in the term native hunters all whites who were married to

Indiiin wonu'U prior to |.S".>;{, when the rulin;; was chan^icd. The orijr.

iiial rnliii}; of the Departnuuit. made sonu' twenty years a;iO. reimiined
in force until is*).;, and in the nH>antinu' nuiny white hunters married
Uiitive w(unen, maile htuues, ami raised laniilies, ami be«-ame initives of
Alaska to all intents and purposes.

All their eaithly possessions aic invested in sea otter liuntin<; prop-
erty, their families hav<' heen hron^ht up to that husiiu'ss «'xclnsive!y,

the men tlu'inselves have macle it tiu'lr life work, iind are now to(» old
to clianfje or to jjo away from home ',o attempt t<> nndie a liviii;;' at any
other business, ami theieloie it would he an act of <;ross injustice to

«listuih them at this late day. W ith the whili' imui who married a
native woman alter the Depaitment had ^iven fair warning:' that he
would not la^ jjiven the i-ijjhts of a nntive hunter the ease is alftfjether
4litferent, and in his case the rulin<> of the Depaitment ou;rht to stand.
The farther away from the native settlements the aviuaj^e .Maskau
white hunter can be kept the better for the natives.

1 rU SEALS.

Sailinp: from Sitka .luiu' L'. on board the I'. S. leveinie cutter /»'//.v//,

<'apt. C. li. Hooper commaiidinf;. 1 laiMb'»l at St. (leor;;t'.lune IS, wIumo
I learned that the precedinj;' winter had bcj-n one of niinsual severity,
that ice had lain around the island until .lime I.'), and tlint, up to the
<liite of my landing:, very few leinale seals had appeai<'d umoii the
rookeries.

The same st(M'y was re|M'at<'d on St. I'aul Island, where 1 spent the
l!)tli and L'Uth of dune visitin<>' the oriiieipal rookeries and hauling
jirounds, after which I saih'd away and visited many of the nati\e set-

tlements ahm;; the .Vicutiiin chain, particulars of whieli will be y;iven
in my repent on the conditicm of the iiati\e tribes.

I returned to the seal i>laiids early in .Inly and spent tin* tith. Till,

ami Sth on tlu' rookeries ohservin;'' their daily j;rowth and expiinsioii,
as the cows were now arriviii}; and tlu' harems were well deliin'd ami
the pups be(;oininff numerous.

neiiijj well aware of the i'wU however, that it is not till about .Inly
20 the rookeries are full for Ih.' t asoii, I continued to follow theinstrue-
ti<nis which called me to o her d'lds until duly I.S, when I letiirned to
the seal islands, where, all b; in, ready. I entered on the most careful
and tlioroiij,''!! inspection of '!:»> ii>okeries ever nnnleby me. The result
is shown in the inclosed talde nnirked Kxhihit A.

Mcfiinniii;; at St. I'iiiil Island .Inly L'I,and completinj; the work at St.
<«eorge August 14. I walked over the several rookeries and counted
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