
1 N T R D U C T 1 N

\Mi('ii tlio tnmstVi of tlio ton-itory of Alaska to tlir Kiiitod States
was fousiiiiimattMl, Irw Amciicans wciv aware tliat we had acciuirt'd a
river which, risiiiji' far in the interior and drainin}; a vast area, Hows
two thousand miU's in its eoui-se to the sea, The Yukon is tlie largest
and longest stream <'ini)t,ving on the Avestern coast of the American con-
tinent, and it may well be r( garded a.> one of the great rivers of the
Avorld.

This mighty stream, the region which it waters, and the tiibes which
inhabit irs banks, will be the subJe(!tsof subseijuent chapters. In these
introductory jtagcs I ])ropose to give, as briefly as jnay bi', a history of
the explorations which iiave been ma«le in this i)ortion of the new Terri-

tory: to indicate the sources of information which exist concerning it

;

to explain the character and scope of the duty with which T have been
honored: and, finally, to describe the system which has been followed
in the preparation of this rei)ort.

The coast of Itussian ^Vmerica and the islands of the Aleutian Archi-
l)elago have been well examined by both IJussian and J'ngiish iiavi

gators. The interior of .Maska is, however, com[)aratively unknown.
In the year 1841] Lieutenant Zagoskin, of the liussian navy, visited,

under the direction of the IJussian governnuMit, the legion of the Jvvich-

pak (Yukon) I'iver and made extensive explorations, remaining in the

country about two years. IFe afterwards i)ublished a book (which I

believe has been translated into German) containing the results of his

observations. This book I have not l)een able to obtain, and conse-

quently the little I have gathered concerning Lieutenant Zagoskin's ex-

plorations has been derived entirely from secondary sources. lie trav

eled from the mouth of the river to a i)oint a little above Nulato, the
most eastern post of the IJussian company, a distance from the sea of

about six hundred miles. His book Avas almost the only authority con-

cerning the river, until, in the year 185"), the Western Union Telegrajdi

Company commenced explorations for an overland telegraph route, in

order, by a cable crossing IJehring Strait, to connect the eastern and
western hemispheres. This enterprising company employed several

Ijundred explorers on both sides of the Pacitic; and their explorations

in the northern section of Itussian America have added greatly to our
knowledge of this ])arr of the continent.

It is said that tlie honor of having made the tivt^ journey from the

western coast to Fort Yukon belongs to Ivan Simonsen Lukeen, an em-
ploye of the Russian company at St. Michael's, who sncceeded in reach-

ing the fort in the summer of 18G3 ; but the information thus obtained
was not made public. This journej' was next made, in the summer of

18G6, by Messrs. Ketchuni and Labarge, of the telegraph company.
Up to this time the Y'ukon River of the English and the Kvichpak
River of the Russians had been supposed to be distinct streams ; and
they are represented on quite recent maps, the former emptying into

the Arctic Ocean and the latter into Norton Sound. From this explo-

ration we tirst learn that they are one .'vnd the same stream.

In the winter of 18C6-'G7, these adventurous travelers again made their


