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to the Arnerican Associated Press, was pre-
pared for American readers and was col-
oured with the bias that too often enters
Into the minds of American correspondents.
When the press of Canada had to relv for
their news upon sources of that character,
what wonder was it that we occasionaily
received very curions accounts of what was
going on over there wlth regard to matters
with which we ourselves were concerned.
There were only two papers ln Canada whlch
were In a position to have reports of their
own. The Toronto 'Globe' and the Mont-
real 'Star,' if I remember rightly, were the
only two papers which had a regular cable
service of their own. I suppose that if
they consulted their own Individual interests
they would have preferred that this ar-
rangement should not have been made, be
cause they werc, you might say, in the posi-
tion of monopolists. They were rich, so to
speak, and could afford a service. 'But,
that was not sufficient. We wanted the
press generally to have the news of the
motherland and we wanted a service which
would flot be tainted by the anti-Britlsh
feeling whlch we found characterizing the
news whlch came to us frorn tirne to tirne
by way of the United -States. I think that
that purpose bas to a measurable extent
been fairly weli accomplished. Under this
arrangement we hgve received, I thlnk, a
larger volume of English news of interest
to (Janaaa than we have ever recelved be-
f or. The worst that can be said of the
service is that occasionally there *ls an Item
which does not seern important enough to
cable. I have heard men say: What mub-
bilh that le to pay sixpence a word for,
but while it was rubbish to one man there
were probably some other man, or more
llkely some women who were deeply inter-
ested ln that class of news. 1 do flot think
the service is perfect. There la some roorn
for criticism, but I think the gentlemen
connected wlth it have honestly endea-
voured to give a fair and Impartial service,
and I arn rather disposed to, give them a
good word and to hope they wlll do better
ln the future if they can.

Mr. W. P. MeLEAN (South York). The
association is absolutely non-polit-ical and
non-partisan, a'nd the papers connected with
It are of both poi!tical parties. They have
two men in London wbo have access to
the sources of news, who get early copie$
of ail the London papers and have access
to the despatches of some of the newo
bureaus, so that a good and early service
is obtained at a comparatively small cost.
The news that; bas been sent heme has been
of a Canadian character. Lt was a matter
of regret that previons to the estnblishmnent
of this association the (Janadian papers got
moet of their news through the American
association. That news was often anti-
British and anti-Canadian and especially

intended for consumption ln the American
market. An arrangement was made the
other day by wbich a new association in the
west beeomes connected wlth this associa-
tion, and it will get the news. It is true
that newspapers who desire to take the
news muet pay a portion of the cost, but
they have to pay for other news, and why
not pay for this?

Mr. FOSTER. Do they get a decreased
rate?

Mm. W. F. MACLEPAN. There has been a
rate made 50 that most of the western
papers can come ln. It ls hoped ýtbat ar-
rangements wIll be made to take eastern
papeme iu If they cannot stand the present
tolls.

Mr. BERGERON. What amç the tolle?

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN. Ten cents per
word for the cables, and each paper mugt
pay a portion of the land touls on tii
side. The market reports supplied by this
service are of great lntemest and Importance
to those interested la different lunes of com-
merce. There have been mistakes ln the
service, but that same remark would be
true of ail sncb services. The service la a
good service ; it le a Canadian service;
It will be improvedl. The funds are very
carefuiiy administered, the collections are
made every month and the newspapers pay
dollar for dollar with the government.
There le no politice ln -the association.
We hope soon to have It on such a basis
that IL. will be able to take care of itseif.
If we wish to improve our connection with
the oid country, if we wish to be more ln
touch with the 'motber land, nothlng can
so nuch conduce to that end as the estab-
lishment of cable uines owned by the gov-
ernments of Great Britain and Canada,
and I throw ont this as a hMot f0 the gov-
erament. Que of the postai reformera In
England stated the other day that he sees
a penny-a-word cable service la sight. I
trust that may corne, but It can only come
by co-opemation between the governents.
The greatest monopoly In the world to-day
la the cabie monopoly, whieh bas its head-
quarters in London, and they have been
able to maintain exorbitant cable tolIs.

Mr. BERGERON. What about the Mar-
coni system?

Mr. W. Fi. MACLEAN. 1 bad hoped that
by this time the Marconi system. wouid
have made good, and I believe that some
of our news despatches have come by Mar-
coul. It ia true that some of the news
bureaus ln London, which are also great
monopolies, -have trled to break down the
Canadian Press Association by offering t0
take charge of the collection and distribu-
tion of Canadian news. Bu.t no matter how
weil conducted a -news bureau ln London
inay be, our contention is that it le better
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