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A National Petition.

1n all the churches lsat Sunday Fa.
ther Allard'slctterappealing for signa.
tures to the petition about to be
presented to the Governor-General in
Qouncil was read, as aleo an sccom.
panying letter from the Archbishop or
Bishop of the diocese. The decision
Jjust given by the Privy Oouncil is like-
ly to make the question of justice to
the Catholic minority one of acute
interest,

The petition of the Archbishops and
Bishops of the Church in Cauada to
the Governor-General in Council con.
tains & concive statement of the bard-
ships under which their Lordships feel
that the Manitoba Catholica suffer.
One of the most important pronounce.
ments of that memoris! is presented in
section 11:

* Catholica believe in the necessity
of religious instructicn in schools. This
conviction imposes upon themn con-
scientious ob'igations, and these obliga-
tions give them rights of which thes
cannot be deprived. They cannot be
satistied by the saying, ‘others do not
believe as you de, therefore you must
change your conviction; others are
satisticed and even wish that their
children should be educated and brought
up in such & way, therefore, you Cath-
olics, you cannot stand sside, or if you
do,you do so at your own expeose.’ Such
an argument s neither fair nor just,
The Catholice being under the obliga-
tion of educating their children ac
cording to their faith and religious
principles they profess, have, in our
free country, the right of establishing
their Separate Schools, and that right
they must be allowed to excrcise, with.
out being forcrd to the burden of
double school taxes.”

This staterent sets forth reascnably
and fairly the simple desire of the
Church to educate her children not
slone inthose brenches of study whica
sre meant to develope the reason but
to superadd to that instruction the
necessary moral teaching which is es-
sential not only to the eternal welfare
ot the individual Lut as well to his
temporal usefulness and to the stability
of the state. This is the antithesis of
that secular syetem against which not
alone the dignitaries of the Qatholic
Church proteat, baut sgsinat which
they are at one with all other Christian
denominations. The Anglican Church,
even in Manitobs, has condemned it ;
neither will the Preabyterian Synod
bear to it. It is essentially agnoatic.
The only country that has really tested
it by compulsion is Krance and the

results bave been disestrous. There is
not a little to incdicate that the presen
instability in that country isa direct

outcome of its pernivious character.
But let that pass. By the pen of one
of lrance’s foremoct writers whoso
judgment is all tho more severe became
it is the reluctunt verdict of one who
expected good where ho confeeses evil
as the result, is tho system condemned.
It is Taine who draws this picture.

“It nowhero takea into account tho
actualities of life with which the young
man wust grapple from the start, nor
the social circumastances to which he
must adapt or reeign himself, in which
he must be beforehand cqnipped,
srmed, exercieed,  toughened.  .le
is tempted to sy to us. * By your
system of education you have in-
duced us to believe in a certain con-
stitution of wen and things, but you
have diceived us.  The world is far
wore ugly, common and vils, more
hard and sorrowful ; at lesst our souls
and our fancy find it so. You say
they aro ir: an excited state aud work-
ing out of their natural grooves, I
it s0; they are your creation, and this
is preciscly why we curse you and
brand with shame this whole felse
world of yours. We repest your so-
called traths, which for us aro only
lies, and we do not exclude even those
elementary and priinordial truths which
you say arve self-evident, and on which
you base your laws, your institutions,
your scciety, your philoscphy, your
science, your arts,’ There in whither
the young men of to day are treading.”

This realization of tha abeoluto need
for religious teaching underlies the
whole urguwent for tho Catbolic posi-
tion. It involvea the cperating of
another set of fchools by the Catholics
even while contributing their share to

the aupport of schoo!s from which they
receive notbing in return.  This would
be the greater injustice ; but under the
present systews there is another which
adds to the humiliation. It is well
stated in section b of the petition of
the Hierarchy :

* Religious instruction is not prohibited
in tho Public Schools of Manitoba ; in that
rospest, and under the heading of morals
the regulations framed under the old system
by the Proteatant section of the Board are
retained under the new system ; memory
gems. sentiments in the school lessons, ex
aminations of wmotives, didactic talks, teach-
iog the Ten Commandmeants, etc., are meanas
to be employed? All this, of course, ie to
be used f1om a Proteatant point of view, so
much s0 that the actual chairman of the
Advisory Board, who has always been the
chairinan of the Protestant section of the
Board of Edu:ation, and who is no less a
personage than the Archbishop of Rupert's
Laad, declared before the symod, in 1893,
that the above quoted privileges ‘are not
small thiogs in themselves, but they are
doubly important because they catry with
them for the teacker a degree of liberty 1n
bis teaching of what may come before the
claseex in their literature and otherwise,’
and Hin Grace adds: ‘The teachers who
iguore these exercines can bardly be realizing
their position as Christian nyen.'”

Speaking in Winnipeg Fab. 20, 1894
Mr. Joseph Martin said he was himself
not satisfird with the achool sct, and
had never been w0, Ie hed wmade s
stroog eflort to have the public schoo's
controlled by the government, really
wade national schools, with religion
obliu:nted. And he was now more
conviuced than over that that was the
only achool which could be juatiGed as
constitutiona),

Now that the Privy Council bas de-
cided that the Manitoba acts, though
ipm vires, yet constitute such a viola
tion of the rights of Catholics of Mani
toba that the Federal Parlisment are
justified in finding  remedy, Catholics
in the other parts of the Dominion sre
in honor and in conacience bound to
support the appeal of their fellows in
Mauitobs. It is & pity that the out-
rage should ever have been perpetrated.
The rights of the Provinces should be
recognized aud respected where pomsible.
But no province bas the right to inflict
an injustice or to break a compact,
Nowthat the remedy bas been indicated

by the Privy Council Catholics will
insist that it be carried into effect,

UNITED STATES ENCYCLICAL

Leo X1Ls Views of American “ocial
Institutions.

Advice 1o (he Nichope

Tho following transletion of the
encyclical letter of Leo XIIL to the
Churels m the Umted States has been
issued from Waslhington -

To our Venerable brethren the
Archlushops and Bishops of the Umited
States of North America, Leo XIIL
Venerable brethiren, health and Apos-
tolic  benediction.  Wo  traverse in
spirit and ¢ rought the wido expanse of
ocean : aud although we have at other
tumes addressed you i writing, chiefly
when wo directed encyelical letters to
the Bishops of the Catholic world, yet
have we now rerolved to speak to yon
separately, trusting that we shall be,
God willing, of some assistance to the
Catliolic cause amonget you. To this
wo apply ourselfl with the utmost zeal
wnd caro becauss we highly esteem
and love exceedingly the youny and
vigorous Amernican nation, m vinch
wo plainly discern Iatent forces for
the advancement, alike of civilization
and of Christianity. Not loug ugo,
when your whole nation, ar was fit-
ting, celobrated with grateful recol-
lection and every manifestation of joy
the completion of the fourth century
since the discovery of America, we
too, commemorated together with you
that most auspicious event sharing in
your rejoicings with equal good will,
Nor were we on that oocarion content
with offering prayers at a distance for
vour welfare and greatness, It was
nur wish to be in some manner pres-
ent with you in your festivities.
Henee we cheerfully sent one who
ho uld represent our person. Not
without good reason did we take part
1n your celebration. For when Amer-
ica wus a8 yet & new-born babe, utter.
ing 1 its eradle its first fecble cries,
the church took it to her bosom and
motherly eabrace. Columbus, as we
haveclsewhereexpressly shown,scught,
as the primary fruit of lus voysges
and Isbors, to open a pathway for the
Clinistion faith into new lands and new
seas. Kecping this thought constant-
ly in view his first solicitude, wherever
he dizembsrked, was to plant upon
the shore the sacred cmblem of the
cross. Wherefore, like as the ark of
Noe, surmountiog the overflowing
waters, bore the secd of Israel together
with the remnants of the human race,
even thus did the barks launched by
Columbus upon the ocean carry into
regions beyond the seas as well the
germs of mighty States as the princi-
ples of the Catholic relsgion. This
is not the place to give a de-
tailed account of what thereup-
on cnsued. Very rapidly did the
light of the gospel shine upon the
savage tribeadiscovered by the ligurian.
For it is sufliciently well known how
many of the children of France, as well
as of Dominic and of Loyola, were
accustomed during the two following
centuries to voyage thither for this
purpose ;how they cared for thecolonies
brought over from Europe, but prim-
arily and chiefly how they converted
the natives from superstition to Chris-
tianity, sealing their labors in many
instances with the testimony of their
blood. The very names fewly given
to so many cf your towns and rivers
and mountains and lakes teach and
clearly witness so deeply your begin-
nings were marked with the footprints
of the Catholic Church. Nor, per-
chance, did the fact which we now re-
call take place without some design of
divine providence. Precisely at the
epoch when the American colonies,
having with Catholic aid achieved
liberty and independensce, coslesced
into a coostitutional republic the
ecclesinstical hicrarchy was happily
established amongst you, and at
the very time when the popular suf-
frage placed the great Washington

over the American chureh, Th w.li
known friendship and familiur inut.r.
oourse which subsisted beiween the o
two men seewns to be an evidenu it
the United Biates ought to lo vy
joined in coneord and amity with the
Catholio Chureh. And nut witry
cause, for without moralily the .
cannot endure, a truth wluch vy
llustrious citisen of yours when we
have just mentioned was & witts -~ of
insight worthy of his genua and =t .
mansbip, perceived and prochan. |
But the heat and strongest supp: « [
monality is roligion. 8he, v 1er
every nature, guards and defuni. i
the principlee on which duti:
founded, and sctting before us -ue
molives moat powerful to influene: us
recommends us to live virtuously aul
forbids us to tranagress. Now, wut
is tho church other than a legitin. e
gnciety, founded by the will and ¢ u
nance of Jesus Christ for the preain
tion of morslity and tho defen-« f
religion. For this veason have we n.
peatedly endeavored, from the sunuit
of the poutifical dignity, aiming ur -
salvation of souls, and the beatat ile
which is to be obtained in heave .1«
yet, even in the order of temy. -al
things, the fountain of blessig« ~o
numerous and great that they «. i
not have been greater or more nun.r
ous had the original purpose of iwr
institution been the pursuit of liny
ness during the life which 18 spent «n
earth, Tbat your Republic 1 jro
gressingand devcioping by giant strid «
is patent to all. and this holds god
religious matters also, For even a3
our citiea in the course of one centuny
ave made & marvellous increase
wealth and power, so do we behold ‘he
cbhurch from seant and slender -
ginnings grown with rafidity to
be great and exceedingly flour:-li-
ing. Now, if on one hLand the m
creased riches and resources of your
cities are justly attributed to the tul
ents and active industry of the Amer
oan people, on the other hand. the
prosperous condiiion of Catholieity
must be ascribed first indeed v the
virtue and ability and the pradenicv of
the bishops and clergy, but in u
slight manner also, to the faith and
generosity of the Catholiclaity. Thus«
the different classes 1n axerting ther
encrgies were enabled to erct
innumerable religious and usefal inm
tutions, sacred edifices, schools for th
inetruction of youth, colleges for the
highest branches, Lomes for the poor.
hospitals for the sick, convents and
raouasteries. As for what move clear-
ly touches spiritual interests which
#re basad upon the exercise of Chris-
tian virtues, many fasts Lave been
brought to your notice, whereby we
are animated with hope and filled
with joy, namely that a number of
secular and regular clorgy are steadily
asugmenting, that pions sodalities and
confraternities are hld in estesms,
that the Catholic parcchial schonls,
the Buuday schools for imparting
Christian doctrine and summer achools
are in a flourishing condition, more.
over associstions for mutual aid, for
the relief of the indigent, for the pro
motion of temperate living, add to all
this the many evidences of piety.
The main factor, no doubt, in bring-
ing things into this happy state were
the ordinances and decrees of your
Synods, especially of those which in
more recent years were convened and
confirmed by the authority of the
Aposatolic see. But moreover (a fact
which it gives us pleasare to acknow-
ledgs), thanks are due to the equality
of the laws which obtain in America
and to the customs of the well ordered
Republic. For the Church
you, unopposed by taxation and Gov-
emment of your nation, fottered by
1o hostile legislation, protected against
violence by the common laws and the
impartiality of the tribunals, ia fres w0
live and act without hindrancs. Yet,
though all this is true, it would be
very erroneous to draw the conclusion

at the helm of the Republic the first
bishop was set byapostolic authority

that in America is o be sought the




