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spirit, their discipline, and their vast capacity for self-sacrifice,
and, after these withdrawals, what will then remain of their naval
and military power? Only the shell without the kernel; only
the material without the moving spirit which gives that material
life. Truly the question answers itself.

"~ " Let a like subtraction be made from the qualities possessed
by the German legionrs, and how much of their present menace
to Europe will remain? Take from the nations which have pro-
duced these forces their presevering industry and their resolute
thoroughness, and then say whether their navies and their armies
will retain their potency. Or fill these countries with debauch-
ory, destroy the sanctities of family life, make sexual immor-
ality in its widest sense not the exception, but the rule, and then
consider how long either Germany or Japan would retain its
place in arms.

But if it be true, as these and like considerations go to prove,
that warlike efficiency at.the present time is the price of moral
and spiritual quality, and perishes if such quality die, then
must not similar attributes have tended throughout history to
produce similar effect !

The same causes must always have tended towards the same
results, but the purpose immanent in the universe becomes more
manifest as evolution proceeds. When the processes of war
are crude, and when the scale on which it is waged is small,
the effects are far less evident of those great unaerlying causes
which in the passage of generations have produced, despite all
exceptions, their destined ends. But now when armaments
are the ep‘tomes of nations, and when the capacity to bear
those armaments sums up the progress of a people, those who
have eyes to see can at least divine the ethical content of war.
Defeat in war is the fruit of naval and military inefficiency,
and that inefficiency is the inevitable sequel to moral decay.
" Vietory in war is the method by which, in the economy of God’s
providence, the sound nation supersedes the unsound, because
in our time such victory is the direct offspring of a higher effi-
ciency, and the higher efficiency is the logical outcome of the
higher morale.

At the stage of development which mankind has now reached,
those great human families which we ¢all nations still constitute
in the main the fundamental divisions of the whole race. These
netions possess for the most part an intense organic life of their
own. They are in fact individual organisms. Each organism,




