
TUE INDIANS 0F THE C0U'NTY 0F SIMCO('E

tified by palisades, but the niajority
were open and defenceless, the Petun s
in this respect being exceedlinglyi in-
provideut. They failed to, realize their
danger until it was too late. The Pe-
trans lived much in the saine wvay as
did the. Hurons. The men did littie
or neo work. The women, on the othler
iiand, maintained the houseiiold. The
nation were farinera, but, as noted,
sdded tobacco to tiie aninual crop, thus
being grown in sufficient quantities to
permit of it being used for barter and
trade with other Indian nations, an
economie intercourse whichi they car-
ried on with the Hurons and Algoni-

qiso n the est, and the Neutrals,
'bries and Andastes on the south.
Cern, 11ke tobacco, floturi*shed in their
~euntry, the soil being well adapted
for it, vile the Bluie Mountains,
which rise 1,000 feet on the west of
the. villages, afYorded no smali protec..
tien lu the. season of ripening and har-
veting. Fishing was carried on for
food, wii iiunting vas followed to
seur. furs for elothing or venison
and bear meat for festal occa-sions.

The. Petuns ver. governed largely
by superstition. They believed in
manitous, vile the medicine in
played a prominent part in directing
them mentally, having a significant in-.
fluence itii them in tiieir rites of wor-
siiip and buria! of the. dead. They,
too, vere given over to feasting sud
dancing, to appease angry spirits,
drive away pestilence, or mark some
apecial event lu their nation.

But to, resume our narrative of the.
Hurons proper, vs tr to the. advent
of the miusionarioe. Le Caron aud his
ausoeiatea zealously took rap the, work
of planting the. Cross amongs.t the
natives, geing from village te village
preaciuing, baptiziug infants and
adults, miuistering tsi thie siek snd
performing funeral rites viien permit-
ted to do so by the. dusky people. On
a11 sides tiiey were .onfronted by diffi-
eralties. The. superstitions of the peo-
ple thie work of the. sorcerers snd the.
opposition of the. medficine men always
Stood in the. way. In his labour, Le
Caron vas joined by Fatiier Gabriel

aarto whiio we are indted)ti for
the first history of tiie Hurons, audjj
tiie dictionaryv of tiieir language. TIlii
Recollets remained in charge of the.
miissions with tic Hurns iuntil 162,
when Le Caron was (.aile(] joFane
hopiig to take up his work akgaini tp-
on his anticipated return. Throuigh
politicid turns in old Franve, tiie

esiswere given i le witii tii,
Hlurons and iii 1634 Biréb)euf, who iad
spent some turne witii thein ina 1626-29,
again reached the. wildertness. Promn
1634, therefore, the unitiringp labours
of the Jesuits may b.e dated. lJpon
reaching tiie luren coumntry, Bréb)euf
was re.ceivedl witii ac.laim, tii, Indians
weleoning hum te tiieir nev village of
hhonat ira, built a tew miles f rom
Tonehe, whieh had been desert.dj
tiirougii fear of resulta oving te tiie
Indians having murdre.d Birulil,
Champlain's interpreter tiiere. Biré-
beuf vas joinedi siiertly after by
Fathers Daniel, Ragueneaa and Da-
veat, and ira 1638, by the, indefatig-
able ce-labourer, Father Lalement. At
tiie outset, Brébeuif establislied him-
self at lhhnatira, viiieh h. naxned St.
Joseph, and with tiie aid of tiie In-
dians, who generously asslisted lu the.
hope ef material revard, su.ii as the
priests migiit bestov, construct.d a
iieuse, vhicii vas sub-divided lute
tiiree apartmenta, one a sterehouse,
another for living, and the. third for
a chapel. Frein this centre tue mis-
sionaries graduafly bougiit out the.
tv.nty or tiiirty villages, comprising
iu the aggregate, as Brébeuf estimat-
ed, a population et 25,000 te 30,000
souls. In 1639, with a view of per
man.ncy, the priests .rected a head-
quarters of their evu on the banka of
tue River Wye, a few miles soutii-
euat of tue present tovra et Midland.
This vas named St. Marie, aud .om-
prised a chape!, mission heuse and hoq-
pital, sud without the. valls a hostel.
Missienaries vere sent eut from here
te distant villages, Charles Garnier
and Noe! Chabanel eutering upera tue
work et "tue mission et the. aposties"
ameug the. Teba.esi nation. For fit teen


