
JOHN R. BOOTH.
Mr. Jolm Rmlolpliu» I tooth, of Ottawa, uianufac- 

hirer of lumber, timber. an<l pulp, was born at 
\\ aterloo, Shcflor.l t ounty, Vue., April $th. 1IU7. 
tbe win of John lUioth. a farmer. After receding 
hi* education in Waterloo, Mr. Booth engaged in 
farming work until attaining hi» majority, when 
hr accepted employment upon the Central Vermont 
Railway, working for several year» a» a carpenter 
in the bridge construction department of that Rail­
way. In i8$j, when Ottawa wa» known ae By- 
town, and never dreamt of attaining the distinc­
tion of bring the Capital of Canada. Mr. Booth, 
then twenty-five year» of age. removed to the 
Ottawa district. Shortly afterwards we find the 
future lumber king of one of the world*» greatest 
lumbering centres, engaged in the building of 
I .rainy*» Saw Mill at l.ramy'e Lake. The historic 
mill erected, the late Mr. Ixamy, its owner, en­
gaged \oung Booth to conduct it for hint, which 
he did for one year, at the conclusion of which 
term he started into business on his own account, 
and has continued actively engaged in the manu­
facturing of timber from that day to thin, lie was 
M*m to meet with reverses to test hi» character, 
and show of what determination he is possessed. 
A mill lie had rented in Hull was burned down 
alter he had operated it for a few months He 
leased another for a year and installed two shingle 
machines in it. At the end of the first year*» 
lease, the proprietor attempted to double the rent, 
and Mr. Booth declining to re-lease on such terms, 
gale Up the property and removed to Ottawa, es- 
tibUshmg the business m which he has remained 
ever since, and which has attained the distinct**!

•Mht "1 «hr km.I in the
work! Ills present Ottawa null turns out no lew 
than juuui feet of lumber a day. and affords em­
ployment to between 1.500 ami i/axi hands for at 
least seven months in the year In the summer 
month* the saws m Mr. B***h*s mill run night 
and day. while m the winter, the mill being m 
opérai**! only during the day. as many as 'to or 
,-no find employment there I hiring this same 
seawm an army of between inuo and pno men 
ami f*m teams of horses is employed in the umwbIs 
getting out the supply of logs for the coming 
season. *llic thousands upon thousands of bigs 
that are each year cut up into timber, «teals, etc., 
are obtained from Mr lUmth'e extensive limit» 
•b**g the tributaries of the Ottawa on both the 
Quebec and Ontario sides, which cover a«i area mi 
less than 4JJ0 square miles, quite a province in 
Had!

Mr. Booth's business career has been anything 
but one of plain sailing By fire alone be has been 
called upon to submit to kisses aggregating close 
•*i to a milium dollar». In du great Ottawa fire» 
»l i'#on ami Ujdj. be sustained tremendous losses 
hi 1 be world, with a capacity of a million feet 
in I ember, and tu ifiij h»s mill, then the largest

in eleven hours, was completely wiped out. Still Mr. 
Booth has never accepted municipal a*l in the 
sha|»e of business ami cxrinpl**is, and in fact lias 
flatly refused such. Yet in fifty odd year» lie ha» 
never missed pa> mg all of his men a* regularly a» 
each pay day has rollc«! around, and the wage 
bill at hi» mills alone amounts to something like 
S.tnjuuo a month.

A man of tire lei» energy and businesslike am­
bition ami fi*ctbought, it was only natural that 
Mr. Booth should have found scojk fur hi» activity 
outside of the vast business which he has created 
And so we find his name intimately associated 
with the railway «Icvclupmmt of Canada. Mr. 
IksXh was the original»* and was up to the summer 

yrH* taken over by the 
(i. T. R . the owner of the Canada Atlantic Railway, 
an.t th« id IHarrjr Sound Rail-
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