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according to the flesh, he removed the cap from 
the child’s head and then made a great sign of the 
Cross on the little one’s brow and breast. The 
grandfather of the child, a superstitious old pagan, 
witnessed this scene. He had heard from the Cal

vinists of Fort Orange that the sign 
of the Cross was a hateful sign, and 
fearing some misfortune from the ac-

Threatened 
with death

tion of the Frenchman, he became enraged at him, 
and commanded a young savage who was about 
to leave for the war to kill him. The savage took 
the order to heart and sought the first opportunity 
to carry it out.

Unconscious of these dangers and yet wishing 
to give no cause for complaint, Jogues and Goupil 
kept aloof from the others in the village; they lived 
in close companionship and performed their devo
tions together. Six weeks after their arrival at Os- 
semenon, they were walking in the neighborhood 
of the village reciting the rosary, when the young 
savages ordered them to return to their cabins at 
once. Father Jogues had some presentiment of 
what was going to happen and remarked to Goupil, 
“My dear Brother, let us recommend ourselves to 
our Lord and to His good Mother the Blessed Virgin; 
I think these people have some evil design.” 1 The 
same Father tells us they had with much fervor 
offered themselves to God shortly before, beseeching 
Him to receive their lives and their blood and to unite 
them to His Life and His Blood for the salvation

1 Jesuit Relations, Clev. edit., vol. xxvm, p. 137.


