
WITH ROGERS ON TIIK FRONTIER

four miles fully eight thousand fighting men, 
representing the brightest civilization and the 
darkest barbarism of the day, from the scholarly 
Montcalm and the accomplished Levis with 
their suite of courtly young officers, to the foulest 
man-eating savages of the uttermost northwest.

The Indian allies numbered nearly two thou­
sand. They were exceedingly difficult to man­
age and cost their employers infinite trouble, 
besides being a tremendous expense. There 
was no keeping them fed. Rations would be 
served to them for a week, and they would con­
sume them in a couple of days and demand 
more. Once when refused they took the matter 
into their own hands, and butchered and de­
voured a drove of cattle intended for the troops.

Their supreme delight was to get drunk; and 
sometimes when crazed with brandy they fought 
like wolves, grappling and tearing each other 
with their teeth.

Some of them were cannibals, and actually 
dared to indulge in their abominable appetite 
while in camp, the unfortunate victim being an 
English prisoner taken by one of their war 
parties.

Such were the fiends in human fonn whose 
aid the French had enlisted, and who subse­
quently were to cast so dark a stain upon the 
record of this enterprise.

It was the ist of August when, having got 
170


