THE DERBYSHIRE MINER'S CHRIST-
MAS FIFTY YEARS AGO

(The following relates to the time when the small
hopkeepers formerly gave small presents to encour-
age trade A period of “doles” to the poor. Long
hours for coal miners; naked lights, many very dis-
astro explosions of fire-damp, or and often

vere lost from this cause.)

many

Oh, it was a “Merrie England” then
No thought of world-alarm;

The petty wars of distant men,
At home we felt no harm

The Christmas Day ere all so glad
Ovanges, holly, mistletoe;
And mothers’ hearts were far l¢ sad
Just Fifty Years Ago.
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Can keep whole 1 rd of flannellette
H grand it have such men!
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