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taught the ufc and neceflity of labcnir -, but the -omfn arc rather more employed than

the nicn, they are obliged when yuung, every moti..i)g to waili and iwim unJer the

dircdion of one of their elders, without regard to lex, (mothers who h.ive the care of

infdDti excepted) and ihik inures them tofaiii(ue, Hrengthcns iheir limbs, a-.id fits them

better f T war. They never (Irike or beat their youth, but endeavour to InArui^t them by

repeated precepts and example.

Thefe people believe in one great and good God inciipable of evil, who created the

worlJ, and whufc common commands arc executed by angels, or fubkrvient fpiriis, of

which an inferior order who have otFunded him, govern in the air ; and thcfc they in-

voke, for rain, or fun-fhinc, as it may be wanting to the ground. Man he crraled, fay

they, with his own hand, and the whole world is the ptoduce of hit wifdom ai\d

power.

The facred fire, of which we h.ive before made fome mention, was, according to

the account given of it to our miflioner, by the principal perfon eniruftcd with the larc

of it, enkindled by means of a miraculous flame, bought from the tun, by a holy ptr.

Ton who had defcended himfcif from that planet, and whom they had chufcn for their

fovercign, (ubmitting to a fet of laws which he Lid down for their government, ar.d

which were admirably adapted to the advantage of f(x:ie;y.

He taught benevolence, focial love and refignation tu the divine will, ai points indif-

pcnfably ncceflary to be obfervcd ; to avoid quarrelling, and to detcd murder, adultery,

untruth, avarice and drunkennefs. From him are their fovercigns dckxnded, who are

alfo called folcils. Sum, fur he lived to a very great age, and law the children ol hit

children flourifh. Our authc- afloniOied the prieft, who had given him this accuunt,

by enkindling fyme fuel ^ith reflcdion of the fun beams upon a piece of glafs, which

glafs, the grand folcil intrcated of the father as a very great tarour ; it was given hitn,

and he was very fond to ufc it.

This monarch, if we may be fo allowed to ca!' him, governs with defpoilc power)

he has no law but that of rcifon, and difpofes at will of the lives of his fubjeCti. So

good ufe does he happen to make of this authority, that no evil attempt upon him ii

ever heard of. His Aipenc^s arc very confiderable, tho' not dated, being free gif-,

pledges of his people's love, and rcfpedl, and never levied by any fort of taxation.

Among their many religious fcflivafs, the mofl folcmn is, that of gathering in the

new corn, on which they all afrcinble to feed in common, and have fome t>articular ce-

remonies, with a relation of whch we (hall not now detain the reader. They are par-

ticularly tenacious of precetlency, whether in public or private, and fuch is the dif-

tindion of fexes, that a boy of two years of age, is permitted to take place of a wo-

man. Each man is ablblute in his own family, as long as he lives j he governs his

children, and his children's children, with au uncontruulalile lule, and when he dici,

the next to him in years affumes the domedic command.
They never marry within the third decree, and ihc oidcfl of each family, agree up-

on the terms of the match, without tonfuhin^ r.ny of the minors, whnm, however they

never join iigainft their confcnt ; the ii a i having firft alkcd her hand if the woman.
The day for the ceremony being arrived, the bride is con imlkd to th- houfe of th:

bridegroom by all her family, with filercc and fulemniry. 'I'hcv arc received at the

door by all hii friinds, who invite them to enter the houi •, wliicli they do, with few

words and little ceremony. Fur compliments and talkat.vcnt.l"'., arc hv them decmci

Icfs of tiiTic. Having feated thetDfeivcs, after fome fpatc, the uld men on each fide

arifc, and the contradled parties do the fame. A lln rt Ipectli is then made them, in

which they are dfrfircd nut to marry unlcfs they find thcmlcKcs impelled by mutual

liking J
and previoufly relolved to live togcihcr happily ;

" thi> uiaini," favs the ai>

cicnt orator, " muft he of your own choice, think i.ot your fiiimU arc lure artcmblcd

" to foicc your inclinations; if cither cl you has any o; ic.tii.n, licclarc it, th.it we

** may break off"." The father of the luiJcgroom then delivers the pDttion iiitcmlcii

for his fon, into his cufto<ly, and he, having atked the lovr and hand oi the b iitf,

and being anlwcred fatisfadkorily, gives it in keeping to hi r father. The nuptials btiiii;

celtbratcd with (•)me other ceremonies, their company gives tlicmldvts up to iiicui-

mcnt, and generally <lance ti.I morning.

The Nauher. ixt divided into two grand clalfes. './;-. The ni>!>Irs and the pc'ple.

The people are alio ilidmguirtied by an appcllaiion that implies rti king, Miibi-niiih-]

iitliipy, however they do not much rclilli being called lo. Thiv c.ic!i of ilem I avcil
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