
A fummary, hiftorical and political^ of

the firft planting, progreflive improve-

ments, and prefent ftate of the Britifh

lettleitients in North-America; with

(ome tranfient accounts of the border-

ing French and Spanifh fettlements. '

- f

S diftanceofplace does equally or rather more
admit of latitude, for imperfedt, erroneous,

and romantick accounts of affairs than di-

ftance of time ; the author, after thirty

years refidence in thefe colonies, and cor-

refpondence with fome inquiQtive gentlemen of the fe-

vera! governments, does generoufly offer to the pub-
lick, the following collection, done with fome ex>

pence of time borrowed from the bufmefs of his profef-

iion, and hours of relaxation ; without any mercenary^

fordid, fcribbling view of profit, or oflentation of more
knowledge in thefe things than fome of his neighbours,

but to contribute towards a folid certain foundation for

the hiftories of thefe countries in times to come. The
people in Europe (the pubiick boards not excepted^

have a very indiftinft notion of thefe fettlements, and
the American fettlers are too indolent, to acquaint them*
felves with the (tate of their neighbouring colonies.

Defcriptions and bare relations, although accurate and«

inflrudtive, to many readers are infipid and tedious ^

therefore a little feafoning is fometimes ufed *, where a*

micafalis occursj may it not be difagreeable^ it is not
dcfigned with any malicious invidious view. For the

fame reafon, a fmall digrcllion, but not impertinent to

the fubje6t, is now and then made ufe of*, as alfofome

fhort illuftrations.
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