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Of the various charts of the St. Lawrence which have hitherto

been in use, those of Major Holland, re-published by Des Barrcs

in 1778, are the least inaccurate, yet the least in general use.

The others appear to be taken from them, with alterations, which

seem to rest on no better foundation than the fancy of the chart-

makers, who, in their compilations from materials generally inac-

curate, appear to have considered the latest as necessarily the best

intbrmation. The effect of this has been the retention of old

errors and the addition of new ones, for it so happens that the

most recent charts of the St. Lawrence at present in use, arc the

iiiost erroneous of any. In Des Barres* charts, although thus

mentioned as the best, the errors and omissions are numerous and

important. The soundings arc generally incorrect, frequently so

much so as to be directly contrary to the truth ; for he occasion-

ally shows a moderate depth of water, where there should be

100 fathoms or more, and in other places a great depth where

there is bottom to be found with the hand lead. Commanders of

ships having found that they could not trust to the soundings in

these, and the other charts, have considered it of no use to sound,

from which many fatal accidents have occurred within my own

knowledge.

2. In the Admiralty charts will be found accurate soundings,

taken with Massey's patent sounding machine, which gives the

exact perpendicular depth independent of the effect of currents or

drift of the vessel. I strongly recommend the use of this excel-

lent instrument, with which every vessel, in my opinion, ought to

be furnished. It is not expcuBive, ard will last with care for a

long period of time : correct soundings may be obtained with it in

30 fathoms of water without heaving to, if the vessel be not

tailing at a rate e.\cccding 7 knots ; and no vessel ought to be

permitted to run faster, in a thick fog, or dark night, when in the

vicinity of land, or otiicr danger. Furnished with this instrument,

or, instead of it, with Butt's buoy and nipper, and with correct

charts, a vessel may be run in snCtty up the b^t. Lawrence as high

as Green Island. In sliort, there as cli-cwlicre, correct soundings

are the best of all guides to the navigator.**

• There is no difficulty in the tise of MasseyS |>iiti>nt ioiindtn|{ machinO)

and it is xuld iiccoui|)fiiiiril with iliri-ctiuiiH fur bi-ttin^, rvndin); it* indicu-

liiinn, .ti'. The foiiinuui tli'i'ii si' i Iciiil line is luit Nlruiin t.<ni)Uf;h to lii'iir the

itrnia ol thu Iviid and uttttchLUuuicliiuu. WItcu tiiu vumkcI h guinK fuiit through


