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PREFACE.
of this peninfula, as the Spaniards have

hitherto reduced. He gives us an account

of the gulf, its coafts, and iflands. He
enlarges upon the foil and climate, the

natural hiftory, the pearl fi/hery, and the

manna of this country, which is a new
difcoveiy. Then follows a very diftinft

and curious detail of the nations and

languages, the tempers and manners of

the Californians, with their policy in peace

and war, and laftly, he treats of their

religion ; in refpeft to which he obferves,

that thofe who relided on the continent,

were, when the Spaniards found them,

entirely free from any idolatrous notions,

had few or no ceremonies, and yet had

fome very fmgular fpeculative opinions,

but that it was otherwife in the illands,

where, through the arts and frauds of a

particular race of men, the people were

grievoufly enthralled in fuperftitious fla-

very. . .-»-' -iiii t^, .,;

The fecond part contains the hiftory of

California, from the time of its firft dif-

covery, to the fending thither the jefuits.

This difcovery was made by order of the

famous Hernan Cortes, who went thither

in perjfon in 1536, and landing in the

guif,
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