
Great Britain and the United States. 5i

was an
remedy
delphia,

nd Mr.
s. The
hut not

or any
e mean-
t to avail

[> be the

nd ha-

<jry arti-

f duties

of these

to par-

i contri-

the na-

; proved

f tapper

lent was
ian, for

iiery and
i-'liberate

Mivinced

Goverh-
i of this

• t

mpolitic

ugii tlie

lot only

zure of

1 virtue

vere re-

e pecu-

sequen-

he Lords

Mr. Jef-

!\f"ter the

^vith that

roiiih'Ued

d become

1 of the

^. Mr,

ces, amounting to above 25,000/.* has never been obtained.

The war having at length put an end to the baleful treaty of

1783, an opportunity is ottered to us to redress the wrongs of

the Indians; for we dare assert, and recent facts have gone far

in establishing the truth of the proposition, that the Canadas

cannot be effectually and durably defended, uithovt the jr'ioid-

shij) of the Indians, and the command of the hkcs and riiwr St.

iMurejice.f Of this friendship we cannot bt assured, with-

out rendering the Indian country cornpletelij independent of the

United States, by a new line of boundary. Nor can the com-
mand of the lakes and tie river long remain in our hands,

unless we establish the means of maintJiining tbem ; in other

words, unless the liuval force (i:stril)iitod upon tnt-ui, oe, l;i all

respects, equi|)pcd as "essels of war, with officers and seamen
from His Majesty's ijavv. For the AnjL-ric-m v..'ssels on hike

Ontario, and tiiose which they are preparing to build on the

lakes, arc to be commanded hy olbcers of their navy, and
manned with cHicient sailors, if we secure a naval suj^cri-

ority on the lakes and rivet, a id enjoy tlie friendship of the

Indiaus ; ilic Canadas, by the efforts of tlieir own inhal)itants,

together with the aid of a competent force of regular troops,

will he found invulnerable hy America. I'he events that have

already occurred, shew the vast importance of the fidelity and
attachment of the Indians to us, and the expediency of main-

taining a naval superiority on the lakes. Indeed, the jeremiahd

of the American G-NKUAL Hull, in his official dispatch to

his government, announcing the fate of his army, ought to

be regarded by his Majesty's gov,ernment, as a standing me-
mento, never to overlook these objects. There cannot he a

stronger proof of the indignation cherished hy the Indians

against American injustice, than the general, and almost

simultaneous, movement among them, on their first knowledge

of our war with the United States. They hailed that event as

the precursor of an (Bra when their wrongs should be redressed,

and security obtained against their future recurrence. Ac-
cordingly, theif flocked to the British standard ; and, by their

timely co-operation, an handful of British soldiers, from the

post of St. Joseph, with the British traders and men in their

service, immediately captured the Am( rican Fort of Michili-

makinac, without shedding a drop of blood. Before this

was effected, the Americans under General Hull, had in-

* New Quarterly ReVTew, No. II p. 393. '* **^ .'W.att'y

t See " the British Treaty, p 35,*' by which it appears, it is in-

tended on the part of the United States to claim " an equal right of

navigation of the river St, Laurences/row the sea."


