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American, prloi to J III Jul/ 183t, r'4 8 lOieiita to Ihodvt or ti fi.'tO pt. ec> thodut'ar

1)0 ult-r clii 1)3 , ill) „ Cj3 I „ do

I ii(ili>li, lirntlliinaiid Hortuguoio, iH S l.i ,, ilu when JI car. ftni*. ,• JJlJ.2'5 ,, do

.Slinniil>,SIexltan ;i'](l ('i,;iimlji:i!), S5 9-10 „ do wlioij '20 cur. 3 7.1ii
t;». „ „ 'ii 7.10 ,, do

IVench ' • OJ t.lO „ du nlicn JI car. '.' 't.lOgl. ,. n '.'0 3 4 „ do

These are the only descriptions of goKl that are a legal tender

in the United States, all otiier kinds are sold at a certain rate

per dwt. according to the purity of the gold.

In constructing th(; foregoing tables, I have not made

any allowance for wear of the several coins in circnlation,

though this is a portion of the suhject that ouglit to command

some attention. Tahlo No. III. in the Appendix, will suifi-

ciently sliow what deductions ouglit to be made from the ori-

ginal values of gold and silver coins, after being in circulation

any specified number of years. By the English law, tlic gold

coins arc allowed to pass but a small degree under tlieir full

weights ; the sovereign, for instance, wlicn not weighing under

5 dwts. 2] grains, which is J- grain below the full standard

weight; and by the Provincial act of Upper Canada, G Will.

4, before alluded to, it is declared, that the coins shall not

pass when they have lost „', of their original weight.

It cannot be denied, that Lower Canada trades nnder con- I

siderablc disadvantages for want of a metallic currency fairly

adjusted for the double purpose of a foreign export, and a

local medium. To shew this, take it with its circulating me-

dium of French crowns and half-crowns, for to these is the

metallic currency almost exclusively confined, all other coins

being underrated, and therefore picked up and packed off the

instant they pay us one of their visits " few and far between."

The ecu of six livres, our crown, or five shillings and six-

pence, currency, when full weight, contains 403*1 grains,

pure silver ; and therefore, in relation to the United States

dollar, is worth 5s. 5*14d. currency, a difference of over 1|

per cent. This difference, however, is nearly 2 per cent, on

the crown as in circulation here. [On this point, see Report

of the Legislative Council, in 1830.] The half-crown is de-


