
1^6 The Laft Expedition in

Fry was fuch, that I could plainly fee to the Bottom, at the?

Depth of eleven Fathon*, or fixty fix Feet. Every Body
knows, that Deepnefs, Tranfparency and Saltnefs, are in-

confiftent with the Notion of a Sea, filled with the Dif-
charge of Rivers, melted Snow, and Rain ; and as ftrongly

argue a Communication with the Ocean, as any Thing can
do. The fecond Reafon arife from the ftrong Currents that

fet through it, and keep it clear from Ice, fo that it is a fet-

tled and indifputed Faft, that the Northern Part of the Bay,
is perfeftly free and open, when the Southern is much em-
barrafled with Ice ; or, in other Words, there is very little

Ice to be met with in the Latitude of 64**. or 65®. tho* in

the Latitude of ^2°. and 53*'. the Sea is much incumbered
with it. Now whence thefe ftrong Currents ftiould come,
that fet with fuch Rapidity through the Bay, unlefs from a

Weftern Ocean, is inlcrutable. The third Reafon, and the

laft that I fhall mention, is the Number of Whales, that are

feen here more efpecially in the latter End of Summer ; when
it is very well known, that all that Kind of Fifti retire into

warmer Climates, and confequently it may be fairly pre-

fumed, that thefe refort hither for that Purpofe ; and if fo,

there muft a Pa/Iage, and that not into a Northern, but a

Weftem Ocean; for Inftinit in thofe Animals, is anunerrbg
' Guide.

We have now gone through the greateft Part of our Work,
with as much Plainnefs and Perfpicuity, as the Subjeft would
permit : We have (hewn, that there is the higheft Probability,

from the Climate, the Produce, and the AppearanDe of tiie

Country, on the Weft Side of Hudfori's-Bay ; that, as it has

Part of the /Atlantic on one Side, it has alfo the South-Se3. on
the other: We have ftiewn from the Height of the Tides,

that this is almoft certain ; and from the Time in which they

happen, the Direction of them, and the Influence of the

Winds upon them, that it is abfolutely fo, and that there is

no accounting for thefe, but by allowing a Communication

between the Waters in the fVelcome, and thofe in the South-

Seas, by a North Weft Paflagc. It remains only to fliew

where this PafTage may be reafonably expefted, and what Rea-

fons can be afligned to incline our Belief, that this Paflage,

wherever it lies, is ftiort, open, and commodious; but in

explaining this, we muft begin with the latter Part, becaufc by

that only, we can be direded to the former.

In the firll Place then, it feems highly probable, that this

PafT.ige is not very far to the Northward ; becaufe there is no

mountainous Ice found in the ff'elcome, or in Repulfe-B/iy,

as


