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communicate any thing I desired. Some of them,

indeed all that I met with, would entertain me for

hours frequently, with interesting accounts of their

difficulties in the various expeditions in which they

had been engaged. I made it a rule to note down

all the important oral information, that I was able

to procure. Several gentlemen furnished me with

a number of very interesting facts on paper, which

were of great service to me in the work I now offer

to the public. I soon found that the materials ao*

cumulated on my hands too fast, and in too great

quantity to be published in a newspaper, at so

great a distance. I also met with a number of men

who had been to Oregon and California, and some

who had spent several years in the Rocky Moun-

tains. From such I drew a great many interesting

facts, which are interwoven in this work. The

most interesting facts, however, that I was able to

gather, I found in an old musty, mutilated journal,

kept by Captain Williams, and other papers fur*

Qished by Workman and Col* Cooper, of Howard

county, Missouri, giving an account of the expedi-

tion, the history of which, makes the greater part

of this volume. It is due to myself to state, that

these papers were so badly written, and so defective

in many respects, that Iaimed simply to get the facts,

wkioh I always clothed in my own words. Manj


