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miles boyoiul tlic froiiti«'r, Avilli tlio ])iiijos(' of iissiiiniii.u" l»is duties as

lieuteiiiuit .u'overiior, niulei' tlie doiiiiiiioii oi' ('iiiiinl;!, on tlie 1st of ]^e-

Mr. Tai/loi' in Mr. FIsli.

St. Pail, yiircmlwr 10, isd!).

Siu: TIk' ;itteini)t to extend tlie ('jmadiiin eonfedeiatioii over Selkirk

wcttlemeiif and tlie <listiiets tlieiice (\\leiidiii,u' to tli(^ ]ioeky ^Mountains,

iiiet'ls witli aimed resistance iioiii ilie I'reiieli pojiiilation, mostly oi"

ini.\(>d Indian blood, wlio are more llian e(|ual in niiniher to the I'aiiilisli,

Seoteli. and American settlers. I estimate the l-'reiich element at six

thousand, eai)al)le of sending' one thousand men into tln^ held. Of the

latt(M', i'ully ((Ue-half, mounled and aimed, occupy tlu' roads and fords

between Pembina, on the international frontier, and I'ort (Jarry

—

]toiiits

on the Red lvi\cr of the North, separated by a distance of seventy miles.

They have Ibrcibly ejected Hon. \\'m. .^IcI )ou<;'all, who ha<l i)asse(l two
mi'
li

<;ember.

Of the situation of this lied Jviver community, piior to the late attempt
to iucori)orate Territory and ])eoplo as ])art ofCanada, I refer you to the fol-

lowinji' executive docunuMits:
1. "llehitioiis between the Ignited States and Northwest IJritish

America."—J louse Executive ])ocunuMit (June 20, 18()2) Xo. 14(1, second
session of the thirty-seventli Congress.

2. "Commercial relations with IJritish >\.merica," ]y\). L*.)-o(>, House
Executive Document (flune Hi, lS(l(i) Xo. 12S, tirst session, thirty-ninth

Coii<»'ress.

Cnder the Canadian confe<l(>ration act a lu^^'otiatiou between the En.n-

lish and Canadian j^overnments and the lludsim'sliay Company recently

resulted in a transfer of the territ(ny between lon<;itnde '.HP and the
Kocky Arountains, hitherto claimed under the charter of the company,
to Cana(hi. The ]>eople of Selkirk had no voice in the cession. In ad-

vance of its consummation, Canadian ot1icialsai)peared in tiiesettlennrnt,

in'qjectin;^' roads and executinj»- surveys of land. The Canadian parlia-

ment passed an act for a i)rovisional uovernment, which provided for a
lieutenant jj^overnor and councilors, of his api)ointmeut, not exceeding
fifteen nor less than seven in number. In the <i<)vernor and council all

legislative power was vested. Soon it was announced that most of these
councilors would accompany the governor from C'auada, thus depriving
the Selkirk peojde of all reiuesentation, however indirectly, in their

government. Other apiu'chensicms were excited during a six months'
delay in the extension of C'anadian jurisdiction. The people became
greatly excited with a rumor that they would be itMinired by Canada to

pay for the lands occupied by them and their ancestors for lifty years.

Accustomed to a unifoim <luty of four jx'r cent., the ]>rosi»ect of a ('an

adian tariff, Avith an average of filteen or twenty jx'r cent., increased the
jniblic dissatisfaction. Cmler these circumstanc(>s it was not difli(!ult

for a few leaders to improvise a military organization. i)roclaim a i)ro-

visional government, and turn l)a<'k the rei)resentative of the tlominion
of Canada at the border.

I inclose the newspaper version of the event.

IMr. Ta«'he, the Catholic bishop at St. IJoniface, is altsent in I'hirope,

and his ])riesthood, dissatislied by the jU'ositect of a large Canadian and
American emigration, have taken no measures t(» alla.N the excitement
among their i>aiishioners.

Whether the ollicials of the IIuds(»n*s IJay Comjiany will earnestly
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