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SUIT. Mil. F. TO THE CANAltlAN MILITIA. 11

SiiiiK'ot' tlii'sc |)uints liiivf alrt'Uily iM'fii tuucln'il on, anil so I

shall contint' my remarks lirii-tly to siifli fioiiits as liavr not ain'Uily

lii'fM I'ft'flTi'il to.

(1). With r.'i^ar'l t*) lln' <listiinci >< nl. ii'/iirh inj'ii iil ri/ ji re ii(ii;/l»'

ojii, It'll ill hiiltli' \uii\i-v normal foiiditioiis. thr tollowin^' may ht-

sai<l :

/// f/ic (ittdck, a |)i-t'maini'f o|)i'nin^' ot" tire only lrn,L,'tht'n.> out the

tiL;ht. iliniinishcs the oti'msivc spirit, and may cause an exliaustion

of the ammunition when the closer jnul more inqtortant ran,ijes are

reache(l at which the hattle is ilecided. 'I'he French (jefemlini;- the

\illage of St. Privat. which foi-meil the French i-ie'!jt at the liattle of

(iravelotte (l.Sth Xwj,., IN?*)), had to retire liefore the (ierman

assault for want of annnunition, althoueh they hail practically

annihilated l>y infantry tii-e a ))i'evious assault on the same village.

Hence the attack should try and eet as close to the enemy as

possible liefore opening tire, that is as close as possilde without

sufferi!l^^ uinhi.e losses. liut even in o])en counti'y, lire shouhl not

he opened in a <^feneral manner hy the attack until the medium
rauLjes are I'l.'ached. at all events for troojjs armed with the Snider

rifle and carryiuLj the \ery limited supplies of annnunition which

heavy ammunition entails.

I ii till' (.b'fi'ucc, howe\fr, lire may he a(l\antae,'eously opened at

the /"/*// rani;-es, esjtecially if the conditions for etiective long ran <^e

tii"e are ]ll•e-^ent. The defenders wonld. f)r should, always know
the rangi's of various jiromineiit olijects m front of them !in<l they

ha\e, as a rule, eiiod opportunities for oliSL-rving the effect of the tii'e.

But in tenniorisinu- actions or in false attacks, tiro mav lieopenci

at long ranges: also if tlu-re is no artillery or if the aitillery ;irm

is Weak, iiifantry may o])en at longer i-anges than usual to prepare

the way for its own attack : l>ut in this case a large supply of

amnuinition should he provided and special ti'oops detailed for the

long range tiring.

But it must never he forgotten that as a rule too nuich is ex-

pected of infantry tire. Always remeiidx'i- that nt 'ill runijcssover

IliC short VdtK/es, epicdCi/ i>J jrrr rd il mily In- uhfdi iicil lii/ d rcldtirili/

lniii/-ci>iitl niu'il Colled ice tire Couce at rated mi nh/ecti rpf< f^jiecnilli/

selecteil on dccoant of tfieir ufr'ensire or ilefensire importance at

the inohient.

(2,.'}). As regards the amount of amnuinition to he e\]iended

and thenvniiher of men to h<' employed in the tirii;g line to expend

it in a reasonahle time, wt^ must remendier that the moral etie( t

of losses inflicted on an enemy is greater, as these lo.sses are more

(luicklv inflicted. This is oiu,' reason for eniphiving as manv men
as possible. On the other hand we must not have so many men
exposed as to cause tuidue exposure to and losses from the enemy s

tire, ant'd the effective ranges are reached. When such )-anges are

reached, we must seek to avoid losses not by mere formations, l>ut

by the destruction ami demonilisation of the enemy. At this

period of the tight, boidn(?ss and not caution is real prudence. When
long range fire is indulgeil in, as inany men as pos.sible should take

part in it to arrive as i'aj)idly as possible at the desired result.

(4). As regards the choice of objectives, it is very necessary to


