
PREFACE.

iv Is proba1;>Ie (Hat the original deeign and principal moUye of ereiy

teacher) in publiuhing a school-book, is the improyeroent of his own
pupils. Such, at least, is the immediate object of the present compila-

tion ; which, for brevitj of expression, neatness of arrangement, and

eomprehensivenciB of plan, is, perhaps, superior to any other book of

the kind. ** My chief end has be n to explain the general principles of

Grammar as cloarly and intelligibly as possible. In the deflnitiona,

therefore, easiness and perspicuity have been sometimes preferred to

logical exactness.'*

<irthography is mentioned rather for the sake of order, than firom a

Gonyiction of its utility ; for, in my opinion, to occupy thirty or forty

pages of a Orammar in defining the sound* of the alphabet, la quite

preposteroiu.

On Etymology I haye left much to be remarked by the teacher in

the time of teaching. My reason for doing this is, that chikiren, when
by themselyes, labour more to haye the words of their book imprinted

4/n their memories, than to haye the meaning fixed in their minds; but*

on the contrary, when the teacher addresses them viva voce^ they

naturally striye rather to comprehend his meaning, than to remember
his exact expressions. In pursuance of this idea^ the first part of this

little yolume has been thrown into a form more resembling heads of

Lectures on Grammar, than a complete elucidation of the subject. That

the teacher, howeyer, may not be always under the necessity of haying

reeourse to his memory to supply the deficiencies, the most remai^ablo

obseryations haye been subjoined at the bottoin of the page, to which
the pupils themselyes may occasionally be referred.

The desire of being concise, has frequently induced me to use yery

elliptical expressions; but I trust they are all sufficiently perspicuous.

I may also add, that many additional and critical remarks, which might
haye, with propriety, been inserted in the Grammar, haye been inserted

rather in the Key ; for I haye studiously withheld eyerything fh>m the

Grammar that could be spared, to keep it low-priced for the gener^
good.

The Qaeotions on Etymology, at the one hundred and seyentyHMCOTd

page, will speak for themselves : Uey unit« the advantages of both the

usual methods, viz., that of plain narration, and that of question and
answer, without the inconvenience of either*

Syntax is commonly divided into two parts, Concora and Government

;

and the rules respecting the former, grammarians in general have placed

before those which relate to the latter. I have not, however, attended

lo tbla division, because I deem it of little importance ; but have plaood


