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absolute (liJi'ision may have been arrived at c'oncc'niiii<< tlii'iii. the

ConfiTi'iicc did a{,'ree m to the iiiiportuiice of the Kmpiro uctiuf{

to;,'t;th('r on queHtioiis of this kind, and of },'ettin<,' such eonipleto

infoiination as would enaldc such uetion to be ial<(?n. 'rhere was

no idea of one part of tins Knii)ii(' seeking to <^iim an undue advan-

ta^'e over tlic otlier, and the oidy thinj,' 1 would say to the <,'entle-

nmn who spoke a<,'ainst the leetui-e, Sir .John C'olojnb, is that on

that occasion nolxxly su^'j^ested the idea of doin}^ anything other

than was just and fair to every part of the Empire. There may
be some divergence of opinion as to the vast res|)()nsil)ility which

iKjlongs to Great liritain, not as the Empire, but as head of tho

Empire. An Jsmpire can be nothing without its head, and wo
look to the House of Commons, the House of fiords, and the Queen,

as representing this Empire, to do their duty along with those who

are beyond the centre. What was that duty ex[>ected to be? The

first thing they determined upon was that before taking " a leap in

the dark," before eml'arking on this great expenditure, we should

ascertain what that expenditure would amount to. Now nobody at

that time knew what the cost of the cable would be, and with that

view an Admiralty survey of a complete character was thought to be

necessary. 1 am not saying that they agived that the whole of tho

responsibility should rest on the Imperial Government, but they

did declare that in the interest of the Empire this matter was of

sullicient importance to recjuire an exhaustive survey to enable those

concerned to determine whether the project was reasonably within

their njeans. That work, so far as 1 know, has never been com-

pleted, and as a matter of fact we do not know, if we took the route

suggested, how nuich the scheme would cost. Here I would say

that 1 sincerely hope the Government will have sullicient lirnniess

and confidence to resist any request impi'operly and nnreasonably

made. It has agreed to the Conference at Ottawa, which is to be a

Conference of delegates from the various Colonies and from the

head of the Empire itself. As 1 said at the outset, 1 believe the

Paper was read with a clear object, and that object was to tell the

story from the author's point of view on the huportant subjects

which are to be raised at that Conference. 1 am not now going to

say whether in my opinion Victoria, New South Wales, and the

other Colonies have always subscribed to the full amount for every-

thing that had reference to the welfare of the Empire. It is too

large a question, and, besides, it is not the question to-night. The

question is. Ought we to have communication under liritish control

from Canada to Australia ? Is it desirable in the interests of the


