
ing. It is curious to see what strange cxpcrinR-nts have been triid at

times. Zaelucus of Locris, four hundred and fifty years before the

Christian era, ordained "that no woman should go attended with more

than one maid unless she was drunk ; and that she should not wear

gold or embroidered a[)[)arel unless she intended to act unchastely."

This sage lawgiver punished adultery with the loss of both eyes. His

own son broke the law ; and the old gentleman, unwilling to deprive

his son of both eyes, compromised the matter by putting out one of

his own,

As early as 747, laws were passed in England restraining drunken-

ness in the clergy ; and Constantine, King of Scots (who was a sort of

Neal Dow in his day), punished with death.

His laws passed as this law will pass, and a go(id deal of whiskey

has been drunk in Scotland since. In England, in 995, an effort was

made to restrain drinking by law, l)ut it failed. Taverns were only

introduced in the thirteenth century. In the reign of Edward the

Third there were only three allowed in all London ; now there are

thousands. Edward the Fourth tried to restrain them in 1552 ; forty

were then allowed in London, eight in York, and but four in Oxford.

They were not licensed till 1752. The history of wine is curious ; its

invention is attributed to Noah, who certainly had seen enough of the

evils of water. The Chinese made wine from rice two thousand years

before the birth of Christ ; and, although it must be allowed that they

have tea enough, they make and drink it yet. Wine was but little

known in England till the Roman conquest. We are told that it im-

pairs our strength
;
yet the people who drank it conquered those who

did not. It was only sold by the apothecaries (as is now proposed

again) in the thirteenth century. In 1427, Henry the Sixth, a sensible

king, tried to restrain its adulteration, and we read, " that one hundred

and fifty butts and pipes were condemned and emptied into the gutters

in London, for being adulterated."

The Stoics denied themselves the use of wine, but their sect soon

died out. The Puritans tried the experiment of coercing people into

temperance and virtue, but tlvey signally failed. I invite the honcjrable

and learned member for Annapolis toreviewthisperiodof Englishhistory.

I refer to the time when the Puritan cause was most triumphant ; when

Charles had been slain, his followers dispersed ; when Cromwell

reigned at Whitehall ; when his Major-Generals held military command
of all the counties ; when the May-poles were struck down, the theatres


