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statement by Mr. Sandford Fleming.<-^i.

The following Statement wot prepared by request, with the vitw of mbmittlng it to the Pac^""
Cable Conference when it met in London on July Mh, 18»(j. Aa the Committee adjwi/r

until October 2fi<A, 18!)(5, tlie Canadian reitreaentativei transmitted the statement to

• Chairman, the Right Honourable the Earl of Helbome, Under Secrttui-y of State firr tin

Colonies.

Before expressing my views generally on the Pacific cabla, I am asked to relate to the Committee
the circumstancen which led to the proposal to span the Pacific f)cean by telegraph. I comply
with the re<{ue8t with some hesitation as I urn obliged to allude to my (jersonal connexion with the
matter. In referring to this part of the subject I shall confine my remarks to a very few brief

•entnnces.

The projected subaarine electric cable across tlio Pacific from the western dcaboard of Canada
has been before ti>e public for many years. The pm^yosal to extend a tidegraph to Asia and
AustraliaViaturally followed the establishment of a trans-continental tclegriph through the
Dominion. So far back as 1863 the overland telegraph was projected in cunjuiiction wiih the trans-

continental railway. In that year the explorations for tlie i astern section ot' the rnilway, between
Halifax and Quebec, were undertaken by the Inipcriul and Prcvincial Governments, and in 1871
the surreys westerly to the Pacific Oiean were commenced by the (Jovernnient of the New
Dominion. A few years after these dates the construction of the telegraph was proceeded with on
each re8|)ective section. The Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, Premier and Minister of Public Works,
was one of the first to take an active interest in the niattor. Under Iuh adniinistiation the policy

was adopted of extending the telegraph from the waters of the St Lawrence to the Pacific coast

;

and in 1874 the Government enteied into contracts for conatructing the telegraph in advance of

tlie railway over nearly 2,000 miles of territory.

Occupying the position of engineer in chief of the whole line of railwiiy from Halifax on the
Atlantic to Vancouver on the Pacific, the establishment of the overland flegraph Ciime under my
ofRcial charge, ana in connexion with my duties my attention was directed to the extension of the
electric wire across the Pacific, it became plain to me that the national lino of coinmtinicntion on
which Canada was then expending so much would be incomplete without ii connexion with the
telegraph systems of the countri&s beyond the Pucitic Ocean, and it l>ecaine equally clciir that
the spanning of the Pacific by an electric cable would prove of the highest importance to the whole
Empire.

In the year 1879 I was called upon to visit London on public business wiih the then Premier,
Sir John Macdonald. I had prepare)! a telegraph map of the world with the projected line across
the Pacific, and its various eastern and western connexions, laid down thereon. I pointed out that
by spanning the I'acifie it would be possible to ojjcn up a new means of communication to be
employed for purposes of general aimmerce at much lower rates than by existing channels

; that it

would at once complete the electric girdle of the globe, and brinj; Gieat Britain, Canada, India,
Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa into unbroken telegraphic touch of ouch i ther, entirely
indejiendent of the lines widch pass through foreign European countiien. Sir John Msi-donald
submitted the ma?' <\nd explained the pro{K)sal to Lord BeHconstield, and I was led to understand
that both Premie. rere very favourably impressed with the project, and regarded it to be of great
Imperial importance. I am fully warranted in saying thnt the Canadian I rentier so regarded it

until his death in 1892. Public attention was for the fi'st time directcil to a British Pacific Cable
in my report as engineer in chief of the Canadian Pacific Railway, which was laid before Parliament
in 1880. In this report the map referred to is reproduced on a reduced scale.

Much correspondence followed, to which it is not now necessary to allude. I will only remark
that the route first projocte<l was a northern one

; this was owing to the absence of information
rettpecting the Southern Pacific Ocean, and the impression which prevailed tliut physical di£Bcullies

existed which offered insuperable oljstaclosto the laying of a cable on a direct route Iwtween Canada
to Australasia. In consequence of this impression it "as designed to lay the cable from Vancouver
to Japan, touching at islands in the Aleutian and Kurile groufw as nii<l-ocean stationa From
Japan the connexion with Australasia would be obtained by meiins of the telegraph to Singapoi'e
and the E^astem Extension Com])any's lines of telegraph.

Through the intervention of the Home Government, negotiations were opene<i with the view of
sectirmg one of tiie Kurile islands. Japan wh.s asked to transfer ta the British Crown one of these
islands in order that the telegraph station should be under British protection. The cession of an
island was not obtained, but perinission to land ut any su table point in Yesso was urai<ted, the
landing to remain in charge of ami under the protection of Japan. (See letter December 14th,
1880, from Sir Harry Parkes and December 23rd from Sir A. T. Gait)

An agent was sunt to Washington who, after soma difficulty, obtained conditional landing
privilcge.s on one of the Aleutian islands.

On March Int, 1881, the Government of Canada introduced certain resolutions in Parliament
with the view of promoting the establishment of the cable. After discussion the resolutions were
withdrawn and an Act passed incoq)orating .a company to lay the calile. This company proved
abortive, and when its charter ex|iired, further information having meanwhile been obtained
lespocting the Southern Pai-ific, it whs represented to the Canadian Government that the physical
features of the Southern Ocean would admit of a cable being laid on a direct route from Canada to
Australia, and that the long detour by the Aleutian Inlands and Japan could be avoided (See mv
letter of October 20th, 1886.)
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