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McGILL UNIVERSITY

Office of the Pnncipai 
and Vice Chancellor.

October r7th, 1933.

The Secretary-General, 
The League of Nations, 
GTMHVa, Switzerland.

Sir,

Borne years ago this Unlvereity, re
cognizing the necessity for Increased knowledge of 

China, lte culture and Its people, In western 

countries, took under consideration the formation 

of a Department of Chinese studies.

Continued examination of the project 
showed us that the time was ripe for such a develop
ment In Canada. ??e found that occidental nations 

were realizing more and more fully the historical 

and cultural connection between China and. the west, 
the Interest a*Ui value of Chinese literature and 

Chinese culture, end the economic mad political 

Importance of China In the modern world.

It appeared to us at the same time that 

since, by reason of the short Northern pacific trade 

route, Canada was a nearer neighbour to China than 

any other western country, since our commercial con

tacts were Increasing and since no political questions
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