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important of tbe many things that Canada
bas to be tha.nkiul for, from an economie
point of view, is that both during the war
and the reconstruction period hier affairs were
flot in the hýands nf public mon who, howev er
well-intentioned, bad that absolute lack of
consistency in principle that is evidenced by
the present leaders of the Progressive Conser-
vative party. I think, bonourable senators,
that there bas been more blowing bot and
cold on major questions by the Progressive
Conservatives reccntly than there ever wvas by
any otber political party in tbe bistory of
Canada.

Hon. Mr. MORAUD: Small stuif.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: I do not know of
one major issue witb wbich this coun.try is
faeed 'that you cnuld get two leading me'm-
bers of the Progressive Conservative party
to agree on. They blow hot and oold on
controls. My bonourable friend urges that tbe
control be taken off rents, and some otber
memýbers of bis party urge that it be kept on.
There was scatbing erit.ioisma ni subsidies, and
tbere bas been scathing criticismn oi their
discontinuance. I do flot need to, remind
bonourable membeýrs of what bappened in
two recent by-elections in eastern Canada.
Despite the fact that the York-Sun'bury riding
in Ncw Brunswick bias been tradýitionally Con-
servative, and ýthat 'the Halifax seat bias in
the p.ast ýbeen won -as often by the Conserva-
tives as by the Liberalýs, the Progressive
Conservative party's vacillating policy on
major questions facing this country today
was sucb that that party lost rboth eleetions;
and indeed in Halifax its candidate dropped
to third place.

Hon. Mr. QUINN: Tbat wns not the reason
why they lost.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: My honourable
iriend says that was not the reason. Well,
certaietly the party's presentation was not
regarded very highly by 'the constituents, or
else they would bhave voted differently. My
honourable iriend knows that.

Wbat is the situation in this country? The
honourable leader opposite (Hon. Mr. Haig)
paints a gloomy picture; but I suggest to hiim
and to ail otber bonourable members tihat the
position of Canada today, when everything
is taken into consideration, is a very satisiac-
tory one. I suggest that, chiefiy oi course as a
resuilt of the gond sense and intelligence of
the people of Canada, but also because ni
the administrative programmes ni the goverfi-
ment during the war and in this perind oi
return to normal conditions, Canada bias

acbieved a degree nf economin prosperity that
is perbaps not exceeded in any country in the
world. This economin prosperity, largely by
reason of administrative action, hias been dis-
tributed so, iairly and reasonably over tho
wbule mass ni tbe people, and the cost oi
living bas been an kept down during war years,
that the position nf the average Canadian
today is one that can only be appreciated
when looked at objectively. Despite the dis-
mal picture so graphically painted by my
honourable friend ni the circumstances oi
farmers in bis province and in eastern Canada,
in ail seriousness I ask honourable senators to
bear in mind bow the income nf the major
primary industry oi this country lias improved.
Anynne acquainted with tbe mects knows that
tbe gross and net return of agriculture tbis
year will probably reanb a figure which, if not
a peak-, is at least twice as high as it was
before tbe war. And further, as my bonour-
able friend knows fuît well, this high income
bias been utilized wisely in reducing outstand-
ing obligations to an extent neyer beinre
attained in this country. Neyer before bias the
agricultural income been put to sucb gond
use as a hedge against the future.

Wbat is true ni agriculture is true also of
other brancbes of industry. My honourable
friends who are engaged in manufacturing
know~ that tbeir industries were neyer in a bap-
pier position tban today. They bave paid off
tbeir obligations or reiunded them at lower
interest rates, and there are bulging treasuries;
in fact, some people tbink that financial con-
ditions in tbis country are almost excessively
good. In tbe ligbt of the situation as we find
it, one woudd have to bc pretty pessimistic
and take a very narrow view nf conditions to
arrive at the conclusion which. my bonourable
friend expressed-indeed I bave grave doubts
that my honourable friend bimseli bias in iact
reacbed sucb a conclusion.

We are facnd witb problems arising to a
considerable degree out oi our grnat prosperity.
Our price level bias been kept down to sucb
a point tbat it is impossible for mnst otber
countries to selI in our market. It is for tbis
reason tbat, for instance, our traditional eus-
tomer and supplier, Great Britain, finds it.
very difficuit today to sell in tbe Canadian
markt. At the saine time the pent-up pur-
cliasing power oi tbis country, resulting irnm
wartime savings and unprecedented wages,
salarins and general returns irom business, bias
tried to find an outînt in tbe customary way;
and as we ourselves bave ot been producing
sufficient gonds to meet the demand, xve have
bcen buying lteavilv from the United States.
This bias brought about some scrinus conse-


