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Japanese in British Columbia

have time to consider the request—which I
thought fair; but in a subsequent statement,
as I recall it, he stated:

I am not just sure how far the government
should go in submitting draft documents to the
house before signature. However, they have
been given to the press and I shall give con-
sideration to—

And then I interrupted him. If these docu-
ments have been given to the press before
they have been given to parliament, I think
that is an astonishing circumstance; and I
would ask that they be tabled forthwith, with-
out any further consideration on the part of
the minister.

Hon. J. L. ILSLEY (Minister of Finance):
" Mr. Speaker, I was interrupted by the hon.
gentleman very abruptly when I was making
what I thought—

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I am sorry
if I was discourteous.

Mr. ILSLEY: Well, the hon. gentleman is
interrupting again. We are at the beginning
of a session, and I would request him not to
interrupt me as much as he did last session,
or as he has started to do this session.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I shall be
guided by my own sense of fitness.

Mr. ILSLEY: I am requesting him not to
interrupt.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I am
renewing my request. Are we to have these
agreements tabled?

Mr. ILSLEY : I think the agreements should
be tabled. As I have said, I was interrupted
the other day. One agreement, the proposed
agreement with Ontario, was handed to the
press in accordance with an arrangement which
was made with the provinces at a joint meet-
ing of the treasurers and myself which was
held here in December. The other agree-
ments were not handed to the press in their
entirety but certain portions of them were.
I think it is quite reasonable to ask that any-
thing which was handed to the press should
be put on the table, but I want to look at it
and see just what it was. I have not yet had
an opportunity to do that. As I pointed out
the other day, these are merely drafts, and
it may be that when the correspondence or
certain letters which are explanatory of them
are added, it will be a different thing. I have
to table just the amount of correspondence
and drafts and clauses that will make the
whole matter ‘intelligible at this stage. That
is a matter to which I want to give
consideration.

THE WAR

JAPANESE NATIONALS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA—
EMPLOYMENT IN THE PROVINCE AND
REMOVAL FROM DEFENCE AREAS

On the orders of the day:

Hon. GROTE STIRLING (Yale): May I
ask the Minister of Pensions and National
Health whether he can make any statement
with regard to the government’s intentions
as to the use of Japanese labour in the interior
of British Columbia?

Hon. TAN A. MACKENZIE (Minister of
Pensions and National Health): My only
direct connection with the situation was, first
of all, as a member of the government;
second, as minister from British Columbia,
and also by way of being chairman. of the
conference which sat in Ottawa for two days
discussing the entire problem. As a result,
that conference made certain recommendations
to the government, and a press release in
regard to government policy was given by the
Prime Minister’s office. The actual negotia-
tions with regard to placements, accommoda-
tion and employment are under the direction
of the Minister of Labour, who is not in the
house at the present time. The negotiations
with regard to actual evacuation will be under
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

With reference to where they will be
accommodated, there is no definite conclusion,
but I understand that a committee was sitting
this morning on that very problem, and I shall
be glad to get in touch with the Minister of
Labour or to arrange that my hon. friend get
in touch with him, to give him information
with reference to the Okanagan. Representa-

« tions were received by me from the board of

trade of Vernon, recommending that 1,500 or
so of these men could be used in fruit picking
in the Okanagan. I am not sure as to what
is the attitude of public opinion in that
district regarding that question. That is all
the information I .can offer my hon. friend at
the present time.

Mr. STIRLING: May I ask just another
question with regard to removals? The
government proposes to move Japanese
residents from defence areas. Does that cover
males only, or females and children?

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): That is
not definitely determined. The recommenda-
tion made by the conference to the govern-
ment was that every able-bodied adult male
be removed, and most likely the first to be
removed will be able-bodied adult males who
are Japanese nationals, and whose numbers
would be roughly two thousand. There are



