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[Texte]

The Chairman: Members of the Committee, we are
continuing our clause-by-clause study of Bill C-180. We
are now considering the new Clause 12, which was the
amendment moved by Mrs. MacInnis. Shall the amend-
ment carry?

Mr. McGrath: Mr. Chairman, before the amendment
carries. ..

The Chairman: Yes, Mr. McGrath.

Mr. McGrath: Unfortunately I missed the last meeting
because of the weather; hence I missed some of the
discussion that probably preceded the amendment. At
first glance my initial reaction is—I am sure this has
already been said but I hope you will forgive me for
saying it again—that the Minister is really looking for
power that he already has, hence I think the amend-
ment—with great respect to Mrs. MacInnis, who moved
it—is unnecessary because it is mere window dressing. I
fail to understand why it has been brought in. Perhaps
there are reasons for it and possibly this was pointed out
at the last meeting, but it seems to me that the amend-
ment is unnecessary. It is merely going to add an
unnecessary clause to the bill, which is extensive enough
as it is. However, it is a harmless amendment and I have
no hesitation in supporting it.

Hon. Ronald Basford (Minister of Consumer and Cor-
porate Affairs): I agree with Mr. McGrath. As I made
clear at the last meeting when I suggested this amend-
ment, there is power under the Department of Consumer
and Corporate Affairs Act for the Minister—for the
Department—to carry on research in the interest of con-
sumers, which would really cover this clause, but this
Committee has taken a great deal of interest in some of
the matters here, and particularly on the matter of unit
pricing. I think it is of very considerable value to put
into this bill a declaration from this Committee that they
are anxious to see the Minister and the Department carry
on this kind of research and an indication to industry
that this Committee is interested in this subject and it
saw that unit pricing, in certain lines of goods where
appropriate, was valuable for the consumer in making
price comparisons. As I said last week, it seems very easy
for industry, for the large retailers—and particularly the
food retailers—to undertake experiments in unit pricing.
They are carrying them on in the United States. There is
no reason in the world why they cannot carry some on in
Canada. We can learn more about unit pricing. We can
select and determine those kinds of goods where unit
pricing would be helpful to the consumer and we can
determine to what extent consumers would use unit pric-
ing, and surely this signal or this indication to industry is
valuable. That is the value of the amendment, Mr.
McGrath, and I agree that under the Deparment of Con-
sumer and Corporate Affairs Act the kind of research
envisaged could be conducted in any event, but I think
this message is important.
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[Interprétation]

Le président: Messieurs du Comité, nous poursuivons
notre étude, article par article, du Bill C-180. Nous en
sommes au nouvel article 12, soit ’amendement de M™¢
Maclnnis. L’amendement est-il adopté?

M. McGrath: Avant que ’'amendement soit adopté. . .

Le président: Oui, monsieur McGrath.

M. McGrath: Monsieur le président, malheureusement,
je n’étais pas 1a & la derniére réunion a cause de la
température. J’ai manqué une partie des discussions qui
ont précédé ’amendement. Il me semble que le ministre
essaie d’obtenir des pouvoirs qu’il a déja. L’amendement,
avec tout le respect que je dois & M™° MaclInnis, n’est pas
nécessaire. Je ne vois pas pourquoi on l’a présenté. On a
peut-étre donné des raisons a la derniére réunion, mais il
me semble que l'amendement n’est pas nécessaire; il
ajoute un article au bill qui est déja trés long. Toutefois,
il n’a pas grand effet et je n’hésite pas a l’appuyer.

L’honorable Ronald Basford (Minisire de la Consom-
mation et des Corporations): Je suis d’accord. J’ai indi-
qué, a la derniére réunion, quand j’ai proposé cet amen-
dement, qu’en vertu de la Loi sur le ministére de la
Consommation et des Corporations, ces pouvoirs existent.
Le comité s’est fort intéressé a certains des sujets qui ont
été discutés ici, surtout en ce qui a trait au prix a 'unité.
Je pense qu’il est important d’inclure dans ce bill une
déclaration du Comité, une indication que le Comité est
intéressé a la question du prix a 'unité et qu’il reconnait
une certaine valeur a ce systéme. I1 me semble qu’il est
facile pour l’industrie, les détaillants importants de pro-
duits alimentaires d’adopter le prix a l'unité; on le fait
aux E'ats-Unis et il n’y a aucune raison pour que ce soit
impossible au Canada. Nous pouvons déterminer quels
genres de produits se prétent au prix a l'unité et dans
quelle mesure les consommateurs peuvent l'utiliser. Cette
indication a I’industrie est importante, voila quelle est la
valeur de I’'amendement. En vertu de la Loi sur le minis-
téere de la Consommation et des Corporations, cette
recherche pourrait étre faite, mais le message est
important.



